Date: August 8, 2003

Board Members - Parks and Recreation

XﬁNC.Q VE . General Manager - Parksand Recreation
SUBJECT: DOWNTOWN SOUTH PARK NAMING

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Board consider the following namesfor the Downtown South Park
Site:

* RichardsPark
* Yaletown Park
e Emery Barnes Park

POLICY

Guiddines For Naming Parks, Trails, Roads Or Other Features
Coming Under the Park Board's Jurisdiction

1. Inthefirg indance, the park, trail, road or other feature being named generally should relate to a
"congtant” feature either nearby or within that park. This could relate to a bordering street name or
a natural or man-made feature. This does not preclude the consideration of a name dready in
"common" usefor the park. Criteriasuch asthe above gives ease of identification with reation to the
park.

2. When no such "congtlant” feature is present or it is desred to commemorate an historical event or
person important to the Park Board, City of Vancouver, or a person having made a substantia
donation to the Park Board, a park may be named for that person.

3. When deemed appropriate, the Park Board will submit ashort list of suggested namesto concerned
community groups for their input regarding the sdection of aname.



BACKGROUND

Phase One of the Downtown South park site, bounded by Davie, Richards, Helmcken and Seymour
Streets, is scheduled to officialy open on September 27, 2003. Cost to purchase the site for park
purposeswas $16 millionand was primarily funded through an areaspecific devel opment cost levy. Phase
Oneisjust under 1 acre in areaand will cost $1.4 million to develop. Park dements will include many
ornamentd trees, flower beds, alovely water feature and benches. A large centrd lawn will serve as a
community focal point with many smaler garden room spaces|ocated off themain axis. The park hasbeen
designed with safety in mind, avoiding low canopy tree species and shrubs which block site lines.

A name gathering process for the park was conducted within the community during June with areport to
the Board outlining theresultsbeing recelved for information at the July 7, 2003 meeting. (See Appendix 1)

DISCUSSION
Steff are recommending three names for the Board's consideration, each fdling within Park Board
Guiddines for Naming Parks. Judtification for the selected namesis cited.

Richards Park

Named for one of the bounding streets, this name was suggested within the name gathering process and
fdlswithin the Guiddines for Naming Parks under the “congtant feature’ section. The street was named
for Albert Norton Richards, Lt. Governor of British Columbiafrom 1876-1881.

Yaletown Park

Y detown isthe closest neighbourhood to the new Downtown South |ocation and wasfrequently suggested
inthe name gathering process. It fallswithin the Guiddinesfor Naming Parks under both the “ historic” and
“congtant feature” section. When Vancouver became the new terminus for the Canadian Pecific Railway
in 1888, the City of Vancouver offered the CPR tax free use of land on the north shore of False Creek if
they moved their repair/maintenance staff and facilitiesfrom the town of Yde located on the Fraser River.
CPR agreed and the new location was quickly nick-named “Y detown”. The Yae Hotd in the area dso
datesfrom thisera
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Emery Barnes Park

Community activigt and a long-time member of the British Columbia Legidature, Emery Barnes was put
forward in the name gathering process and further supported by adelegation to the Board. Thissubmisson
fdlswithin the Guiddinesfor Naming Parks under the* personimportant to the City of Vancouver” section
Emery Barnes was elected as one of the first two Black membersto the Legidative Assembly in 1972, in
the riding of VVancouver Centre and subsequently re-elected four timesand also served as Deputy Speaker
and then, Speaker of the BC Legidature. Barnes was an outdtanding athlete excelling particularly in high
jump, track and field and football. His life was dedicated to hel ping the disadvantaged. He was a strong
advocate for worldwide human rights and raised the profile of Black peoplein BC.

SUMMARY
Thethreenamesrecommended for the Downtown South parksiteall fall within the Park Board' sGuiddines
for Naming Parks.
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