
Park Board Committee Meeting 
Monday, June 27, 2016 

“Survivors Pole” 
Community Public Art 

- Pigeon Park 



Seeking Board approval to respond to a unique 
community initiative and accept the Survivors Pole, and 
contribute up to $50,000 from the Corporate Sponsorship 
Fund for the installation of this 27 foot totem pole in 
Pigeon Park.  
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Presentation to Park Board - Purpose  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Seeking Board approval:

of a unique opportunity to ‘walk together’ with the Indigenous and diverse heritage communities in the DTES:

to accept the 27 foot “Survivors Pole” dedicated to all those impacted by racism and other forms of exclusion, 

and to contribute up to $50,000 from the Corporate Sponsorship Fund for the installation of this significant artwork in Pigeon Park.




 3 years of community support as the pole was being carved 
 Park Board approached for proposed siting one year ago 

Background 

 



 The “Survivor’s Pole” is dedicated to the dignity and strength of 
survivor’s of all forms of racism and exclusion 

 Unique opportunity to animate Park Board’s commitment to 
Reconciliation 

Concept 
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Public Engagement  

 
 Diverse 

Community 
involvement 
 

 Musqueam, 
Squamish and 
Tsleil-Waututh 
approvals 
 

 Community 
Consultation 
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Artist 

Skundaal  
 Project artist and 

master carver 
 Resident of the 

community 
 



 Preliminary Staff 
Review 

• Underground 
utilities, 

• Community use, 

• Flow of foot traffic 

 First Nations protocol 

• orientation  
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Technical Review and Siting  

C
ar

ra
ll 



 Park Board approval 

 DTES youth assist in 
finishing the carving 

 Representatives of the 
diverse communities 
assist with the painting 

 Pole raising and 
celebration 
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Next Steps  



A. THAT the Vancouver Park Board respond to a unique 
community initiative by accepting the “Survivors Pole”, an 
artistically and culturally significant tribute to all those 
impacted by racism and other forms of exclusion; and 

B. FURTHER THAT the Board approve a contribution of up to 
$50,000 from the Corporate Sponsorship Fund toward the 
installation of the “Survivors Pole” in Pigeon Park (Pioneer 
Place), with all arrangements to the satisfaction of the 
General Manager of the Vancouver Park Board. 
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Recommendation  


