
 

 
BOARD COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
 SEPTEMBER 23 AND 24, 2024 

 
A Committee meeting of the Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation was held on Monday, 
September 23, 2024, at 6:42pm, in the Boardroom at the Park Board Office, and via videoconference. 
Subsequently, the meeting recessed and reconvened on Tuesday, September 24, 2024, at 6:01pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Commissioner Laura Christensen, Chair 

Commissioner Brennan Bastyovanszky 
Commissioner Tom Digby 
Commissioner Scott Jensen, Vice-Chair 
Commissioner Jas Virdi 
 

ABSENT: 
 

Commissioner Angela Haer 
Commissioner Marie-Claire Howard 
 

GENERAL MANAGER’S 
OFFICE: 

Steve Jackson, General Manager 
Denise Swanston, Manager, Board Relations & Meeting Clerk 
Connie Law, Board Support and Meeting Assistant & Meeting Clerk 
Jessica Kulchyski, Board Support and Meeting Assistant 

(September 23, 2024) 
Victoria Tyers, Board Support and Meeting Assistant 

(September 24, 2024) 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
The Chair acknowledged that the meeting is taking place on the traditional territory of the 
Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations. 
 
 

* * * * * 
 

Motion to Suspend the Rules 
 
MOVED by Commissioner Jensen 
SECONDED by Commissioner Digby 
 

THAT the Board suspend section 15.1 of the Procedure By-law to allow speakers who 
requested to speak after the deadline. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

* * * * * 
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ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
1. Board Committee Meeting – September 9, 2024 
 
MOVED by Commissioner Jensen 
SECONDED by Commissioner Digby 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Board Committee meeting on September 9, 2024, be approved. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Commissioner Jensen acknowledged the upcoming National Day for Truth and Reconciliation on 
September 30. 
 
Commissioner Bastyovanszky expressed gratitude to the volunteers and staff who participated in 
the International Coastal Cleanup on September 21 along Vancouver's Stanley Park Seawall. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The following communications related to the Committee meeting agenda were received via email 
or the Contact Park Board Commissioners web form: 
 

− Two pieces of correspondence in support of Referred Item 1 
− One piece of correspondence addressing other aspects related to Referred Item 1 
− 99 pieces of correspondence in support of Item 4 

 
 
REFERRED ITEMS 
 
1. Revitalizing the Park Board 
 
At the Regular Board meeting on September 9, 2024, the Board referred the following motion to 
the Committee meeting on September 23, 2024, in order to hear from speakers, followed by 
debate and decision. 
 
The Committee heard from eighteen speakers in support of the motion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vancouver.ca/your-government/contact-park-board.aspx
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* * * * * 
 
Motion to Extend 
 
At 9:30pm, it was, 
 
MOVED by Commissioner Jensen 
SECONDED by Commissioner Digby 
  
 THAT the meeting extend to the end of agenda item 3. 
 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AND 
BY THE REQUIRED MAJORITY 
 

* * * * * 
 
 
Subsequently, it was, 
 
MOVED by Commissioner Bastyovanszky 
SECONDED by Commissioner Digby 
 
THAT the Committee recommend to the Board: 
 

A. THAT the Park Board remains a democratically elected board, directly accountable 
to the people of Vancouver for a future vision for parks and recreation that is 
sustainable and inclusive. 
 

B. THAT the Park Board will work in partnership with the City of Vancouver to secure a 
new funding formula, improved facilities maintenance and operations management 
structure, and to reclassify the parks currently listed as "Temporary" to be 
redesignated as "Permanent" parks, to ensure the financial and operational 
independence of the elected Park Board and to secure the parks and recreation 
system for the future. 
 

C. THAT the Park Board will work with First Nations, the City of Vancouver, Community 
Centre Associations, park partners, the Province, the Federal Government, and the 
public to achieve a modernized mandate based on transparency, accountability and 
a commitment for excellent parks and recreation for the future. 
 

D. THAT the Park Board will continue the strong commitment to reconciliation and 
decolonization by working with First Nations for the stewardship and future 
preservation of Vancouver’s green space, parks and recreation facilities. 
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E. THAT the Park Board directs staff to develop a collaborative process for broad 
public consultation with the aim to design and implement a revitalized mandate for 
an elected Park Board by October 2026. 
 

CARRIED  
In favour: Commissioners Bastyovanszky, Christensen, Digby and Jensen 
Opposed: Commissioner Virdi 
 
Recess 
The meeting recessed at 9:50pm and reconvened at 9:58pm. 
 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
1. Queen Elizabeth Park Dancing Fountain Repairs - Contract Award 

 
The Director of Park Operations responded to questions on Queen Elizabeth Park Dancing 
Fountain Repairs - Contract Award. 
 
Subsequently it was, 
 
MOVED by Commissioner Bastyovanszky 
SECONDED by Commissioner Jensen 
 
THAT the Committee recommend to the Board: 
 

A. THAT the Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation (“Park Board”) authorize staff 
to negotiate to the satisfaction of the Park Board’s General Manager, the City of 
Vancouver’s (the “City”) Director of Legal Services, and the City’s Chief Purchasing 
Official and enter into a contract with Jacob Bros Construction Inc., for targeted 
repairs to the Dancing Waters Fountain at Queen Elizabeth Park, with an estimated 
contract value of $1,225,823.00 (includes PST), plus applicable taxes (GST), to be 
funded through the 2023-2026 Capital Plan. 
 

B. THAT the City’s Chief Purchasing Official and Park Board’s General Manager be 
authorized to execute on behalf of the Park Board the contract contemplated by 
A above. 

 
C. THAT no legal rights or obligations will be created by the Park Board’s adoption of 

A and B above, unless and until such contract is executed by the authorized 
signatories of the City as set out in A through C of the Report dated 
September 13, 2024, entitled “Queen Elizabeth Park Dancing Fountain Repairs - 
Contract Award”. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
 
 

https://parkboardmeetings.vancouver.ca/2024/20240923/REPORT-QEParkDancingFountainRepairs-ContractAward-20240923.pdf
https://parkboardmeetings.vancouver.ca/2024/20240923/REPORT-QEParkDancingFountainRepairs-ContractAward-20240923.pdf
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2. Sod Procurement for Sport Field Facilities - Contract Award 
 
The Director of Park Planning & Development, along with the Landscape Architect of Park 
Development, responded to questions on the Sod Procurement for Sport Field Facilities - Contract 
Award. 
 
Subsequently it was, 
 
MOVED by Commissioner Jensen 
SECONDED by Commissioner Bastyovanszky 
 
THAT the Committee recommend to the Board: 
 

A. THAT the Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation (“Park Board”) authorize staff 
to negotiate to the satisfaction of the Park Board’s General Manager, the City of 
Vancouver’s (the “City”) Director of Legal Services, and the City’s Chief Purchasing 
Official and enter into a contract with Northwest Turf Solutions, Inc., for the supply of 
sod turf, for a term of approximately 22 months, with the option to extend the 
contract at the Park Board’s discretion, with an estimated contract value of 
$792,750.00 plus applicable taxes over the initial 22 month term, to be funded 
through the FWC26 Capital Budget for training sites. 
 

B. THAT the City’s Chief Purchasing Official and Park Board’s General Manager be 
authorized to execute on behalf of the Park Board the contract contemplated by 
A above. 
 

C. THAT no legal rights or obligations will be created by the Park Board’s adoption of 
Recommendations A and B of the Report dated September 18, 2024, entitled “Sod 
Procurement for Sport Field Facilities - Contract Award” unless and until such 
contract is executed by the authorized signatories of the City as set out in these A 
through C of the Report dated September 18, 2024, entitled “Sod Procurement for 
Sport Field Facilities - Contract Award”. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
3. Rehabilitation of Jericho Pier - Contract Award 
 
The Associate Director of Park Development, along with the Civil Engineer of Park Development, 
were present to respond to questions on Rehabilitation of Jericho Pier - Contract Award. 
 
Staff responded to questions related to replacement of piles, sustainability, value and related 
policy. 
 
Subsequently it was, 
 
 
 
 
 

https://parkboardmeetings.vancouver.ca/2024/20240923/REPORT-2024SodProcurementSportFieldFacilities-ContractAward-20240923.pdf
https://parkboardmeetings.vancouver.ca/2024/20240923/REPORT-2024SodProcurementSportFieldFacilities-ContractAward-20240923.pdf
https://parkboardmeetings.vancouver.ca/2024/20240923/REPORT-RehabilitationJerichoPier-ContractAward-20240923.pdf
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MOVED by Commissioner Jensen 
SECONDED by Commissioner Bastyovanszky 
 
THAT the Committee recommend to the Board: 
 

A. THAT the Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation (“Park Board”) authorize staff 
to negotiate to the satisfaction of the Park Board’s General Manager, the City of 
Vancouver’s (the “City”) Director of Legal Services, and the City’s Chief Purchasing 
Official and enter into a contract with Blue Water Systems Ltd, for the rehabilitation 
of Jericho Pier, for a term of approximately 8 months, with the option to extend the 
contract at the Park Board’s discretion, with an estimated contract value of 
$1,071,837.21, plus applicable taxes over the initial 8 month term, to be funded 
through the 2023-2026 Capital Plan. 
 

B. THAT the City’s Chief Purchasing Official and Park Board’s General Manager be 
authorized to execute on behalf of the Park Board the contract contemplated by 
A above. 

 
C. THAT no legal rights or obligations will be created by the Park Board’s adoption of A 

and B above unless and until such contract is executed by the authorized 
signatories of the City as set out in A through C of the Report dated 
September 12, 2024, entitled “Rehabilitation of Jericho Pier - Contract Award”. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
In favour: Commissioners Bastyovanszky, Christensen, Jensen and Virdi 
Abstained: Commissioner Digby 
 
 
Recess 
The Committee meeting recessed on Monday, September 23, 2024, at 10:10pm and reconvened 
on Tuesday, September 24, 2024, at 6:01pm. 
 
 
4. Improving Disc Golf at Vancouver Parks - Report Back 
 
The Director of Park Planning & Development introduced the item and the Associate Director of 
Planning Policy & Environment, along with the Planner of Planning Policy & Environment, were 
present to respond to questions on Improving Disc Golf at Vancouver Parks - Report Back. 
 
Following the introduction, staff responded to questions related to: 
 

− Prioritization of strategies 
− Sport Court Strategy 
− Funding  
− Staff capacity 
− VanPlay 
− Disc golf courses 
− Public engagement 
− Collaboration with users 

https://parkboardmeetings.vancouver.ca/2024/20240923/REPORT-ImprovingDiscGolfVancouverParks-ReportBack-20240923.pdf
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− Jericho Lands 
 
The Committee heard from four speakers in support of the recommendations.  
 
Subsequently it was, 
 
MOVED by Commissioner Jensen 
SECONDED by Commissioner Bastyovanszky 
 
THAT the Committee recommend to the Board: 
 

A. THAT the Board approve the scope of work for a disc golf plan as outlined in the 
Report dated September 12, 2024, titled “Improving Disc Golf at Vancouver Parks - 
Report Back”. 
 

B. THAT the Board direct staff to consider this plan as a priority for consideration in the 
2025 Service Plan, ahead of other initiatives, including those identified as priorities 
in VanPlay, subject to approval of the 2025 Service Plan and 2025 capital budget. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
5. Inclusive and Accessible Sensory Park - Report Back 
 
The Associate Director of Park Development, along with the Project Manager of Park 
Development, presented an overview on Inclusive and Accessible Sensory Park - Report Back. 
 
Following the presentation, staff responded to questions related to donations, funding and 
destination playgrounds. 
 
Subsequently it was, 
 
MOVED by Commissioner Jensen 
SECONDED by Commissioner Virdi 
 
THAT the Committee recommend to the Board: 
 

THAT the Vancouver Park Board direct staff to proceed with posting a public 
Request for Proposals seeking consulting services for the concept design of an 
Inclusive Destination Playground and Splash Pad at Memorial South Park. 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 

The Committee meeting adjourned at 7:33 pm. 
 
 

* * * * * 
 
 

https://parkboardmeetings.vancouver.ca/2024/20240923/REPORT-InclusiveAccessibleSensoryPark-ReportBack-20240923.pdf


Board Committee Meeting Minutes 
September 23 and 24, 2024 8 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________ _____________________________ 
Steve Jackson Commissioner Laura Christensen 
General Manager Chair 


	COMMUNICATIONS

