m Date: September 23, 2003
-, 2 TO: Board Members- Parksand Recreation

VANCOL VE

T .;.;..‘u.'R. FROM: General Manager - Parksand Recreation

SUBJECT: Stanley Park Commemorative Integrity Statement

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the Board adopt the Stanley Park Commemor ative | ntegrity Statement,
as an acknowledgment of the Park’s status as a National Historic Siteand asa
reference for future decison-making.

POLICY
There is no gpplicable palicy.
BACKGROUND

In 1988 the Federd Government, on the advice of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada
(HSMIBC), declared Stanley Park a Nationd Historic Site. The government recognized that “ Stanley
Park, which in its splendid setting and through the relaionship between its naturd environment and its
cultural elements developed over time epitomizes the large urban park in Canada, is of nationa historic
and architecturd sgnificance and should be commemorated by means of aplague.”

Further, the Board encouraged those entrusted with determining the future of Stanley Park to Strive to
preserve this balance between natural and cultura environments, so crucid to its place among Canada s
urban parks.

Federd legidation requires a Commemorative Integrity Statement (C1S) to be devel oped for dl
Nationd Higtoric Sites to be approved by both the federd government and the park management
agency. Staff have been working with Parks Canada during the last couple of yearsto develop the
attached CIS, which is now submitted to the Board for retification.



DISCUSSION

What isa Commemorative I ntegrity Statement (CIS)

The CIS has been developed to provide aframework to assist the custodians of Stanley Park National
Higtoric Site in managing this outstanding place according to its heritage values. A nationd higtoric Ste
is sad to possess commemorative integrity when the resources that symbolize its importance are not
impaired or under threat, when the reasons for its significance are effectively communicated to the
public, and when the heritage vaue of the place is respected in dl actions affecting the Ste. For the first
element, the Leved 1 cultura resources, or resources directly associated with the commemoration are
enumerated under adiscussion of the Designated Place, as well as component categories of cultura
resources. A series of objectivesto protect their vaues, enumerated after the description of values of
the designated place, isintended to apply to dl cultura resources within the park, and in particular, to
the Leve 1, or nationaly-significant cultural resources directly connected to the commemoration of
Stanley Park as the epitome of the large urban park in Canada.

The second eement involves the identification of the nationdly-sgnificant messages. These are drawn
directly from the Statement of Commemorative Intent, a cgpsule summary of the Sit€'s nationd historic
ggnificance. These messages pertain to the waysin which this Site speaks to the history of Canada. In
the third element, the Statement begins to enumerate cultura resources, messages and other values not
directly tied to the commemoration, but which are nevertheless consdered to have vaue.

It isintended that, once reviewed and approved, the CIS will serve as a guiding document for the
planning and day-to-day management of the Site and its culturd resources. The god isthat it should
help ensure that the heritage values of the nationd historic Site are respected by al whose decisons or
actions affect the Ste. This meansthat the Statement should help guide arange of decisons, from the
conceptua planning stage, to development or aterationsto facilities, landscapes, and structures, to
everyday maintenance.

In terms of its concrete gpplication, the objective isthat park custodians would use the statement as a
guide to heritage values which must be respected in the context of change. For any planned
intervention that might affect the identified dements of the commemorated environment, it is
recommended that interdisciplinary teams be formed to evauate and report on the impacts of proposed
changes from the standpoint of commemorative integrity. Such assessments would then help to guide
decison-making, ensuring the sound protection and presentation of the outstanding vaues of Stanley
Park National Historic Site.
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Stanley Park Commemor ative I ntegrity Statement
The Stanley Park statement (see Appendix 1) enumerates the parks cultura and natural resources, and
the values that are associated with each of these resource components.

The very basis of Stanley Park’s designation as aNationd Historic Site liesin the balance between
natural and culturd resources. Over time the make up of the natural and cultura resources has
changed, but balance has been maintained over more then 100 years of stewardship by the Board.

SUMMARY

Adoption of the Commemorative Integrity Statement for Stanley Park will firgtly acknowledge the
vaues for which the Nationa Historic Site Statement has been conferred and secondly provide aguide
for decison making and management in the context of the stated vaues.
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