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Module #1: 

A West End 
Community Profile
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Population Growth in the City and the West End (1971-2006)
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+ 12%
(since 1996)

+ 9 %
(since 1996)
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How does the Population Density of the West End 
Compare to Other Parts of the Downtown?

A West End Community Profile

In 2006, the West End, Downtown South and 
Coal Harbour had similar Population Densities

•The West End – 217 people per hectare

•Downtown South – 210 people per hectare

•Coal Harbour – 209 people per hectare

•With the large number of developments in Downtown South 
since 2006, population density is now likely greater than in the
West End
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% of Pop. 20-39

- West End: 50%

- City of 
Vancouver: 35%
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Ages 0-14

-West End: 5%

-City of   
Vancouver: 13%

Ages 0-14 per Acre

-West End        
Local Area: 4.25

-Sunset Local Area: 
4.18 (2nd highest)
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% rented homes

- West End: 81%

- City of 
Vancouver: 52%
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% walk to work
- West End: 40%
- City of 
Vancouver: 12%
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% of residents 
over age 24 with 
post secondary 
completed

- West End: 73%
- City of 
Vancouver: 64%
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median household 
income
- West End: $38,500
- City of Vancouver: 
$47,000
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% of Pop. 65+
- 1986: 17%
- 2006: 11%
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% of Pop. 20-39
- 1986: 50%
- 2006: 50%
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% of owner 
occupied homes
- 1986: 9%
- 2006: 19%
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West End has 
8% of City 
population

But, accounts 
for 14% of “new 
Vancouverites”
(past 5 years)
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A Primer on Community Planning and Policy Development
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Public input at every 
step in the process
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Downtown Official Development Plan

West End Commercial Districts

Comprehensive Development

West End Residential Districts
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FSR = Floor Space Ratio

* In addition to FSR, zoning regulates the land use, height and 
other built form elements such as setbacks and site coverage



��

0!���������
 �	��
���
 ����������

>	����A�	�	��	��
�
?

����������	
�	��������������	
�	����


����������	
� 
��������	�
����������	
� 
��������	�

��������
��	�����������
��	��� ������
� ����������	������
� ����������	


�
����

��� �!
�
����

��� �! 
"� #�� �
� $
�%���"�& 



��� �!


"� #�� �
� $
�%���"�& 



��� �!


�� �������	
��



����	
�����'


�� �������	
��



����	
�����'(�����
��) ������
������(�����
��) ������
������

#��	���
��
��*+�#��	���
��
��*+�

���,����������	���,����������	


�� �������	
��



����	
�����'


�� �������	
��



����	
�����'

DP = Development Permit Board

DoP = Director of Planning

DE = Development Permit
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Since the late 1980s development up to 60’
and a lower density (e.g. 1 fsr) has been 
permitted with no design review

Higher densities are permitted if applicants 
follow design guidelines

Urban design criteria are measurable
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English Bay

Coal Harbour

Major Residential Buildings 
Completed after 1988

(over 12 storeys)

%���	������������������( ��
���!��
��	��������!��� �����	


A Primer on Community Planning and Policy Development

Recently Approved

Proposed New

Proposed Conversion of 
Existing Hotel to 
Residential (Rental)

Proposed Conversion of 
Residential (Rental) to 
Hotel
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DCLs, CACs and 
Density Bonusing

VS
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city-wide plans and policies

neighbourhood-
specific

policies, visions and 
plans

site specific
needs
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• Capital Plan
• Childcare Policy (Civic Childcare Strategy, Endowment Reserve Fund)
• Transportation Plans (DT Transportation Plan, Vancouver Transportation 

Plan, Community Climate Change Action Plan, Greenways Plan, 
Bikeways & Facilities Plan)

• Housing Policies & Plans (DTES Housing Plan, Homelessness Action
Plan)

• Public Art Policy
• Heritage Policies
• Cultural Goals and Objectives (Oct 2007); Cultural Facilities Strategic Plan 

(November 2007)
• Vancouver Public Library Strategic Plan 
• Park Board Strategic Plan & Park Board Long Range Renewal Plan 

city-wide plans and policies
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city council, park board, or
library board approval has
occurred with each of these
policies and plans, 
and each has had extensive 
public consultation
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- Barclay Square (Mid 1980s):

• Heritage Building Retention

• Social Facilities

• Affordable Housing

• Two small parks added to the block

- Mole Hill (late 1990s)

� Heritage Building Retention

� Lane Upgrading & Greenway

� Child Care

� Affordable Housing

- Nelson Park Upgrade (2006 Capital Plan)

- Comox Street Greenway (Planning Stage)

2012 Major Recreational Facilities Study

-Vancouver Aquatic Centre Renewal

- West End Community Centre Renewal
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CD-1 Zones

1300 W. Georgia St. 1993

1200 W. Georgia St. 1996

1120 W. Georgia St. 2004

1200 Alberni St. 1993

955 Burrard St. 2005

1255 Burrard St. 1992

1005 Beach Ave. 1999
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969 Burrard St. 2005

1054 Robson St. 1995

1100 Burnaby St. 1996

1762 Davie St. 1997

1175 Broughton St. 2002

1001 Denman St. 2005

1750 Davie St. 2006

1215 Bidwell St. 2009
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49 Units of 
Market Rental Housing

Heritage Façade 
Retention
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