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Enhancement Plan for Beaver Lake 
October 27, 2014 

 



Recommendation 

THAT the Final Concept for the enhancement 
of Beaver Lake (Appendix A) be adopted. 



Policy 

 Greenest City Action Plan Goal 6: Access to Nature 

 Park Board Strategic Plan 

 Biodiversity Strategy 

 Urban Forest Strategy 

 Vancouver Bird Strategy 

 Green Operations Environmental Framework 

 Healthy City for All Action Plan 

 Environmental Education and Stewardship Action Plan 

 Stanley Park Forest Management Plan  

 



Background 

 Stanley Park Ecological Action Plan approved January 
2011 

 Rapid infilling due to logging, construction of roads, 
trails and the overflow weir, disruption to surrounding 
hydrology, and the introduction of invasive plant 
species, mainly Fragrant Water Lilies. 

 Request for proposals drafted by staff, SPES and an 
advisory committee of academics. 



Consultant Team 

 Greenest City Action Plan Goal 6: Access to Nature 



Methodology 

 Reviewed all documentation from SPES and other sources 

 Conducted field studies and analyses where data gaps were 
identified 

 Investigated lake and creeks throughout the summer, 2013 

 



Methodology 

 Confirmed the current physical and biological state of the 
lake compared to what was previously reported 

 Confirmed that the vegetation mats were floating 

 Visited Deer Lake and Burnaby Lake in August, 2013 

 Meetings held on site with staff, SPES and representatives of 
the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations 

 



Environmental Management Objectives  

 Maximize Biodiversity 

 Encourage Aquatic Life 

 Establish a Habitat Mosaic on the Landscape 

 Facilitate Fish Utilization 

 Prevent the Spread of Invasive Species 

 Minimize Maintenance Requirements 

 Utilize Plants of Ethnobotanical Relevance 

 Maintain Site Character (Beaver Management) 

 Reduce Reliance on Municipal Water Inputs 



Preliminary Concept 1 

Islands and Viewing Platforms – Maximizes Habitat Creation and Biodiversity 



Preliminary Concept 2 

Open Water and Floating Boardwalk – Increases Passive Recreation but Reduces Wildlife  

 



Preliminary Concept 3 

Open Water and View Tower – Creates Less Habitat and Biodiversity but Lowest Capital Cost 

 



Preliminary Concept 4 

Islands and View Tower – Balances Habitat Creation and Biodiversity with Cost Considerations 
 



Consultation and Engagement 



First Nations Engagement – In Their Own Words 



Consultation and Engagement Results 

 Make the lake as natural as possible (92%)  

 A balance of open water and islands (77%) 

 Control invasive species and embrace higher habitat 
diversity (66%) 

 Deepen lake at greater initial cost to limit water lilies (78%) 

 Deepen lake to allow salmon to move through the lake (74%) 

 Relocate and then return beavers after construction but 
design to reduce their impacts (70%) 

 More viewing platforms around the lake (66%) 

 Install a toilet for greater convenience (50%) 



Beaver Lake Bog 



Recommended Concept 

Islands and View Tower – Balances Habitat Creation and Biodiversity with Cost Considerations 
 



Recommended Concept 



Enhancement and Management Strategies 



Enhancement and Management Strategies 



Next Steps 

 Undertake an implementation plan including detailed design and 
construction documentation 

 Review technological approaches to the implementation to evaluate 
financial and environmental impacts 

 Develop a phasing plan with costs for the proposed enhancements 

 Funds in 2015 – 2018 Capital Plan to begin implementation and to 
leverage other funding  

 A first phase to enhance Beaver Lake watershed will be construction of 
a Beaver Creek estuary step-pool and channel enhancement in 2015   



Recommendation 

THAT the Final Concept for the enhancement 
of Beaver Lake (Appendix A) be adopted. 





Proposed Memorial Plaque in Falaise Park 
October 27, 2014 

 



Recommendation 

THAT the Board approve the donation of a plaque in 
Falaise Park commemorating the soldiers who served 
in World War II, and their families, with all 
arrangements to the satisfaction of the General 
Manager. 



Background 

 June 2012, Park Board received a request to place a 
memorial plaque in Falaise Park  

 Support from residents who grew up in the area 
including a petition signed by 82 residents and 116 e-
mails recommending installation of the plaque 

 August 2014, technical approval meetings convened and 
site approvals obtained 

 Neighbourhood consultation completed; majority of 
responses positive  

 

 



Type of Memorial Plaque 

Samples of type of monument proposed: 

 

 

 

 



Type of Memorial Plaque 

 Proposed text:  

To Our Parents  

In our hearts the greatest generation; men and women who 
survived a depression, fought a war and helped build this 
country; the men and women who lived and raised their families 
here.  

Placed here by the sons and daughters who called Renfrew 
Heights “THE PROJECT” home.  

 

 

 

 



Proposed Installation Site 

 

 

 

 



Recommendation 

THAT the Board approve the donation of a plaque in 
Falaise Park commemorating the soldiers who served 
in World War II, and their families, with all 
arrangements to the satisfaction of the General 
Manager. 

 





October 27, 2014 

Regular Park Board Meeting 



Motion on Notice:   
Valentine’s Train in Stanley Park  

Mover: Commissioner De Genova 
Seconder: Commissioner Coupar 
 
WHEREAS: 
1. The Park Board offers a variety of options and opportunities for 

cultural events and celebrations in Vancouver Parks and Recreation 
Facilities.  
 

2. Beginning in 1998, and continuing annually, the Park Board has 
partnered with the BC Professional Fire Fighter’s Burn Fund to offer 
Bright Nights - a festival of lights in Stanley Park, beginning in 
December and continuing throughout the holiday season. 
 

3. Revenue from Bright Nights benefits both the Park Board and the 
charitable organization of the BC Professional Fire Fighter’s Burn 
Fund. 
 

 



Motion on Notice:   
Valentine’s Train in Stanley Park  

Mover: Commissioner De Genova 
Seconder: Commissioner Coupar 
 
WHEREAS: 
1. The Park Board offers a variety of options and opportunities for 

cultural events and celebrations in Vancouver Parks and Recreation 
Facilities.  
 

2. Beginning in 1998, and continuing annually, the Park Board has 
partnered with the BC Professional Fire Fighter’s Burn Fund to offer 
Bright Nights - a festival of lights in Stanley Park, beginning in 
December and continuing throughout the holiday season. 
 

3. Revenue from Bright Nights benefits both the Park Board and the 
charitable organization of the BC Professional Fire Fighter’s Burn 
Fund. 
 

 



Motion on Notice:   
Valentine’s Train in Stanley Park  

4. Beginning in 1999, and continuing annually, the Park Board has 
operated the Stanley Park Ghost Train, generating revenue that 
benefits the Park Board. 
 

5. The Stanley Park Miniature Train has in the past five years also 
been opened for Easter and has included events such as Easter 
egg hunts. 
 

6. During the summer, the Stanley Park Miniature Railway offers a 
Spirit Catcher Train and the Klahowya Village, providing 
educational and family oriented activities that showcase 
aboriginal culture. 



Motion on Notice:   
Valentine’s Train in Stanley Park  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  

A. THAT the Vancouver Park Board direct staff to research and report 
back to the Board regarding the potential of a Valentine’s Train at 
the Stanley Park Miniature Railway, one that would operate annually 
in the month of February.  

B. THAT the Vancouver Park Board direct staff to reach out to Park 
Board partnered restaurants to explore the possibility of offering 
packages including set-meals at restaurants, tickets to the train, 
and/or engaging a variety of vendors, including food trucks to be 
present at the event.  

C. THAT the report from staff explore and include the possibility of 
partnerships with existing partners, such as charitable organizations, 
and the possibility of utilizing some of the lighting and decorative 
features used at Bright Nights. 
 
 

 





Motion on Notice:   
Ban on Neonicotinoid Pesticides in our Park System 

Mover: Commissioner Sharma 
Seconder: Commissioner  
 
WHEREAS: 
 
1. Bumble bees, honey bees, butterflies, and other pollinators provide 

essential ecosystem services by pollinating crops, backyard gardens, 
fruit trees, and native plants; 

  
2. Honeybee health is declining across North America and many of our 

native pollinators are susceptible to the same adverse effects of 
industrial agriculture, urbanization, disease, and pesticide use; 
 

3. On March 31, 2014, the Park Board passed the “Pollinator Project” to 
support pollinators in our park system. The project has been 
successful in enhancing pollinator habitat in our park system. 
 

 



Motion on Notice:   
Ban on Neonicotinoid Pesticides in our Park System 

AND WHEREAS: 
 
4. Neonicotinoids, a category of commonly used pesticides, are 

scientifically found to be toxic to honey bees and some native 
bees including bumble bees;  
 

5. In 1987, the Vancouver Park Board adopted an Integrated Pest 
Management Policy to systematically reduce the use of 
chemical pesticides, in favour of cultural, mechanical, and 
biological pest controls; 
 

6. The Park Board regularly procures vegetation from third parties 
for use in our parks system and does not track whether 
neonicotinoids have been applied to procured vegetation; 



Motion on Notice:   
Ban on Neonicotinoid Pesticides in our Park System 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  
 

THAT the Vancouver Park Board direct staff to implement a ban on 
neonicotinoids in our park and recreational system, including any 
vegetation procured from third-parties for use on any lands under 
the jurisdiction of the Park Board. 

 
 



November 24, 2014 

Next Committee/Park Board Meetings 
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