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Birds in Vancouver 



• Greenest City Action Plan Goal 6: Access to Nature 
 

• Park Board Strategic Plan 
 

• Biodiversity Strategy  
 

• Urban Forest Strategy 
 

• Vancouver Food Strategy 
 

• Healthy City for All Action Plan 
 

• Environmental Education and Stewardship Action Plan 
 

• Green Operations Environmental Framework 
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Context for a Bird Strategy 



• Chicago’s Bird Agenda - 2006 
 

• City of Chicago - A Habitat Guide for 
Chicago Land Owners - 2006  
 

• City of Chicago - Bird-Safe Building 
Design Guide - 2006  
 

• City of Toronto Bird-Friendly 
Development Guidelines - 2007  
 

• Portland Oregon’s Bird Agenda - 2011  
 

• City of Calgary - Bird-Friendly Urban 
Design Guidelines - 2011  
 

• City of Portland - Resource Guide for 
Bird-friendly Building Design - 2012  
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Precedents 



• 2011 - Park Board motion for City 
to recognize World Migratory Bird 
Day. 
 

• 2011 and 2012 - The Mayor 
proclaimed World Migratory Bird 
Day and partners planned 
events. 
 

• May 2013 - City Council and the 
Park Board directed staff to 
develop a Bird Strategy. 
 

• 2013 and 2014 - Bird Week 
proclaimed by the Mayor with 
more partners for a week-long 
series of events. 
 

• 2014 - First City Bird competition. 
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Becoming a Bird Friendly City 



• Bird Studies Canada 
• Environment Canada 
• Nature Vancouver 
• Pacific Wildlife Foundation 
• Stanley Park Ecology Society 
• Tourism Vancouver 
• UBC Greenest City Scholar Program 
• Vancouver Artist Studio Residencies in Parks 
• Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation 
• Vancouver - Corporate Communications 
• Vancouver - Facilities Planning and Development 
• Vancouver - Planning and Development Services 
• Vancouver Public Library 
• Vancouver School Board 
• Vancouver - Sustainability Group 
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Bird Committee and Partners 
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Bird Week and City Bird 2015 
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Vision 
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Goal 
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Objectives 
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Challenges 
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Opportunities and Action Areas 

key opportunities 
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Design Guidelines Industry Consultation 

• Architecture Institute of BC 
• BC Society of Landscape 

Architects 
• Building Operators and 

Managers Association 
• Planning Institute of BC 
• Urban Development Institute 
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Landscape Design Guidelines 

a. Parks and Public Gardens 
b. Residential Gardens 
c. Green Streets 
d. Green Roofs and Walls 
e. Community Gardens 
f. Golf Courses 
g. School Grounds 
h. Cemeteries 

• Adopt and promote 
voluntary Bird Friendly 
Landscape Design 
Guidelines for 
development industry 
and landowners. 
 



• Apply and integrate Bird 
Friendly Landscape 
Operational Guidelines into 
public land operations and 
maintenance. 
 

• Develop and promote 
voluntary Bird Friendly 
Residential Landscape 
Guidelines and other 
resources for homeowners 
and renters. 

  
• Apply the Bird Friendly 

Landscape Design Guidelines 
and Bird Friendly Landscape 
Operational Guidelines to 
civic properties. 
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Landscape Design Guidelines 



• Apply and promote voluntary Bird 
Friendly Building Design Guidelines for 
development industry and 
homeowners. 
 

• Initiate pilot projects on civic facilities 
and integrate into new City-owned 
developments.  
 

• Explore solutions to light pollution on 
birds and reduce light pollution on City-
owned buildings and infrastructure. 
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Building Design Guidelines 
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Explanatory Note 



• Establish a bird research and 
monitoring advisory group to compile 
and standardize bird data collection 
and reporting protocols. 
 

• Explore opportunities for a citywide 
research and monitoring program and 
investigate other important research 
topics on urban bird populations.  
 

• Evaluate City-owned buildings for bird 
collisions to assess the extent of the 
problem. 
 

• Monitor and assess the effectiveness 
of the Bird Friendly Design 
Guidelines. 
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Research and Monitoring 



• Increase awareness through Bird Week 
and other events. 
 

• Develop a communication strategy to 
support the Vancouver Bird Strategy 
Objectives. 

 
• Develop educational programs and about 

bird conservation. 
 

• Develop a private property residential bird 
habitat program and educational materials. 
 

• Engage artists and the creative community 
in discussing and increasing awareness of 
birds. 
 

• Continue the annual City Bird competition. 
 

• Co-ordinate with the BCSPCA to increase 
awareness about the impact of domestic 
pets on birds. 
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Arts, Awareness and Education 



• Seek opportunities to host large 
bird conferences in Vancouver.  
 

• Establish a comprehensive 
resource inventory for Vancouver’s 
birding products and experiences.  
 

• Develop Vancouver-specific birding 
resources geared towards tourism. 
 

• Increase awareness of and build 
content about birding for 
Vancouver as a destination for the 
emerging birding market. 
 

• Work with tour operators to expand 
and increase awareness of birding 
offerings for visitors and encourage 
longer tourist visits to Vancouver. 
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Economic Development and Tourism 



• Voluntary Guidelines:  
• How successfully were the design guidelines used by developers or 

property managers?  
• Were there barriers or challenges to implementing the guidelines?  
• What changes should be made to the guidelines?  

 
• Bird Collision Monitoring Initiatives:  

• How many birds were found and where? 
• What did we learn from monitoring bird collisions?  
• Can we use this information to implement additional measures in certain 

areas of the city? 
 

• Educational Initiatives:  
• Did awareness increase?  
• Are more people participating in bird conservation and bird watching? 

 
• Economic Development:  

• Did we attract birding conferences and conventions to Vancouver?   
• How many more tourists were attracted to Vancouver to participate in 

birding initiatives? 
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Monitoring and Reporting 



A. That Council adopt the Vancouver Bird Strategy (Attachment A); 
 

B. That the draft Bird Friendly Design Guidelines (Attachment A’s 
Appendix B and Attachment B) be applied on a voluntary basis to 
encourage bird friendly design of landscapes and buildings in 
Vancouver; 
 

C. That the Bird Friendly Landscape Operational Guidelines 
(Attachment C) be used to ensure bird friendly management 
practices in parks and other public open spaces; and, 
 

D. That staff review the effectiveness of the guidelines and report 
back to Council within two years with any revisions that may be 
required to improve them. 
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Recommendations and Implementation 
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