New Downtown Park at
Smithe and Richards
Final Design Plan

May 30", 2016

BOARD OF PARKS
AND RECREATION




Recommendation

THAT the Vancouver Park Board approve the final
design plan for the new downtown park located at
Smithe and Richards Streets as illustrated and
described in this report.
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Guidelines and Strategies

= Park Board Strategic Framework

= Biodiversity Strategy

= Bird Strategy

Vancouver
Bird Strategy

= Greenest City Action Plan

= Citywide Playground Assessment

= Downtown South Public Benefits
Strategy GREENEST CITY

2000 2ETHT™ M AN

= Urban Forest Strategy
= Healthy City Strategy

= Transportation 2040



Process

= Phase 1.
= Phase 2.
= Phase 3.
= Phase 5.
= Phase 6.

" ,Phase

Construction

Context Analysis and Open Space Needs Assessment
Public Engagement and Conceptual Design
Plan Revisions

Board Approval

Detailed and Technical Design
Tendering and Contract Award

Kl



Phase 1 Report - August 2015
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Context Analysis and Open Space Needs Assessment

Diverse community of 11,000 residents and nearly 18,000
employees that live and work within a 5-minute walk to the
park

/5% of the catchment population is composed of 20-40
year-olds

Smithe and Richards are one-ways streets with bike lanes

Laneway frames the south edge of the site

12 existing trees within and flanking the site




5m of grade drop across the site

Solar access limited in mornings, late afternoon and
evenings

Noise is an issue needing to be addressed

Lack of food and beverage amenities immediately south
and west

Primarily residential towers and ground floor retall
surrounding the site




Terry Fug Plss
Wi

Pacalc Contre Maza

OFRN NS
B b T
- baer (g P
LR
 Temm b

18 b ol bk .

K

’ [ -
—

’f
. R
"
W € (—/_—- \‘-.
y % N
P S

& it
= Ui

Study Area

The study area was expanded beyond the 400m radsms, partly beeause it became clear that not

#t great deal of packs and open spaces oxist i this aren, but also, a3 biking mfeastructiee and

citr share progeams become meropsmgly utthized, the catchment of future park veers will Iikely

expand. An sdditonal 800m radins was therefor selected, mereasing the number of parks and

open spaces that {all within thas lger catchiment and ncluding them in the needs sasessment list:

1. Emery Bames Park

2 Yaletown Park

3. Helmcken Pack

4. Ceniral Libeary Squuare(s)
5 CBC Live Events Stage

6. Robson Square South

7. Robson Square North
8, Plavhouse Plaza

9. Pacific Centge Plaza

10, Cuthed ra] Squure Park
2 Wall Centre Plaza

13, Yaletown Station Maxa

15 Roundhouse Tumtable
Plaza Park

13, Coopers Park

16. BMO Plaza

17 Terry Fox Plaza



Public Engagement

= PDFG Meeting #1.
= Open House #1.

= Pop-Up City Hall:
= PDFG Meeting #2:
= Open House #2:

= PDFG Meeting #3:
= Open House #3:

= PDFG Meeting #4:

June 16%, 2015
June 27t 2015
July 9t 2015
‘site Constraints
October 8th, 2015
October 22nd. 2015
April 61, 2016
April 19t 2016

May 25t 2016

CONCEPT
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Public Engagement

Park Design Focus Group (PDFG) Members

Vancouver Police Department
Downtown Vancouver Association
Directions Youth Services Centre
Downtown Vancouver BIA
Art-Starts in Schools

Vancouver Publlc Space Network

The Gathering Place

The Roundhouse Society
Vancouver Second Mile Society
Family Services Greater Vancouver
2 - Nearby Strata Representatives
1 - Nearby Business Owner

INE THE FUTURE: FARK..,




Step 1
Visioning
Summer 2015

Public Ideas Fair

June 37,2015

ltersctive il ormation
panels

*  Schedulod wilkshops

e Skelch-tt=youmsell hooth

t other activines

Talk Vancouver Survey #1

PDFG Pop-Up
Mtg 1 City Hall

June 16th huly 9th

208 Respondents

Public Engagement and Conceptual Design

Open House:
Concept Options

October 22nd, 2015

[nleractive panels
||u'v4:n|m;1 concepts
*  Scheduled walkshops and

pos sibly other petivities

Talk Vancouver Survey #2

PDFG
Mtg 2

Octobes 8th

291 Respondents

Celebration
Event:
Preferred
Concept

¢ Aprii 19th, 2016

* Intemctive punels

presening cancepl

Talk Vancouver Survey #3

PDFG PDFG
Mtg 3 Mtg 4

Aptil 6th May 25th

1032 Respondents
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Feedback from Open House #3 and PDFG Meeting #3

1) How do you feel about the preferred design concept?
* 77% liked the design of the new park; *  12% are neutral; and
- 10% disliked the design of the new park; * 1% are unsure or don’'t know.
2) How often do you anticipate visiting this park after it is built?
25% will visit the park once a week or more;

29% will visit the park 1-3 times per month;
31% will visit the park less than once per month; and

15% are unsure or don’t know.
3) How likely are you to purchase food or beverage from the facility shown
In this design?
« 57% are likely to purchase food/beverage from the kiosk; and
* 43% are not likely to purchase food/beverage from the kiosk.




Are there any aspects of the design you don'’t like and you believe
should be excluded?

44% of respondents answered this question;

Many responses were not related to ingredients that were desired to be
excluded,;

Aspirations to exclude proposed elements were directly related to a
respondent’s like or dislike of the park concept;

Desire to reduce the number of “sky-frames” from eleven (11), as
originally proposed, to a lesser number that achieves the design intent;

Some felt “sky-frames” were too linear and that they could be
softened/rounded in appearance;

Some respondents were concerned about the inclusion of a
food/beverage amenity in the park - mainly this concern was based on
notion that there were other coffee shops nearby.




Is there anything that was not included in the design that you
believe would make the park better?

Only 39% of respondents answered this question;

Many requested an additional midway connection for ingress/egress to
the overhead walkway;

Request for porosity to the overhead walkway to prevent sleeping and
loitering beneath the structure;

Desire for an expanded landing for lingering and hanging out at the
midway point of the overhead walkway;

Include weather protection on the site so the park can be used year-
round — if possible, in a way that doesn’t promote loitering;

Ensure that the park has splashes of colour to play off of the natural
greens of landscape material; and

Provide an area of open grass lawn for lying on a blanket and relaxing.



6) Do you have any additional comments you would like to provide?
37% of respondents answered this question;

Respondents felt that engagement process has been meaningful and
they are excited for the addition of this new open space in their dense
neighbourhood,;

Responses emphasized the need for the park to be maintained to a high

level to reflect the level of use that will be experienced on the site.

Most were pleased that this new park would stand-out as different and
iconic relative to many of the parks in the City of Vancouver.




Building the Design: Existing Site

Empty site with 5 meter
slope from the north to the
south

Existing trees are
maintained

H-Frame Hydro poles are
removed

Lane is maintained
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Building the Design: Terraced Landforms

Create usable flat areas
to address the sloped site

Berms and earthworks
create definition framing
the site and buffering
noise from buildings and
traffic

36



Building the Design: Green and Connected

= Lush perennial, annual and
tree planting will cover over
half of the site

= Plantings will be raised
where possible and on
slopes to prevent trampling
and pet-waste

= A single path bisects the
site as the “crow flies” to
connect Richards to Smithe

= Universally accessible
pathways link the barrier-
free park design

37




Building the Design: Scale and Transformation

“‘Skyframes” provide a
sense of vertical scale
relative to surrounding
buildings

Pay homage to property
lot-lines, H-Frame utility
poles and gateway to
historical Recreation Park

Iconic frames will suspend
caternary lighting

Curated with ephemeral art

Create a dynamic park
experience that evolves 3



Building the Design: Identity and Program

= Elevated walkway creates a
bold feature that weaves
through the park

I Unique and Dbarrier-free
- journey across the entire
park and places to linger

and view
= Acts as a playful armature,
to suspend swings,

hammocks and slides
= Passive surveillance

= Cantilevered lookout and
gateway over Smithe Streg%t




Final Design

Cruative torner
e nonth terrace

North und of Wlevatod
walkway enaages the
HINIng Brove of trees

Activity hub Skyframes to hald art
at 1he mid-berrace and Nghtang

Mkuﬂv Large plaza st the
nocesslbbe pathwayy  south enil of the park
Ihroughout the park

Prartod bermed
feartivu erks blacking the
e

Food, coffeo hlosk
Stusted s the bury
pedestrian and cydie
cornar at Sewthe and
Wichards

Or amat|< loohout ot
the south end of the
[elevated walkway

Wohie stion
charew! captunng
Mie vormwater
1hat runs along the
back laneway
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VANCOUVER
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Preferred Design vs. Final Design

Final Design

Open lawn area

Rounded corners on skyframes

g “£% Enlarged landing on raised walkway 3
2 NP\ \ - 7| Additional connection to raised walkway ——==>"_

Reduction in number of skyframes

Retractable canopy on building

41
Preferred Design



Final Design

Corner s

This is quiet space is at the high point
of the park, with views and shade
dappled seating

It wouid feature a community long
table for meals, reading, and more

It could also include art exhibits and
other activities

Lush and Biodiverse Naturescapes .........

« There are lots of diverse, native trees
and other plants, creating a lush, green
landscape

+ These are in areas protected from
primary activity areas, creating
durability for this busy downtown area

« They offer informal seating edges along
pathways

Playful Water Feature

« This central water feature is located in
the largest open space in the park
» When on, it can activate this space on a
daily basis
- When off, it can make space for other
activities
Coffee and/or Food «imimimiimmin

« A small coffee and/or food kiosk at the

comer will invite passersby into the park

« It will create people-activity, creating
both social experiences and a sense of
safety

Back Lane and Rain Water
« A bio-filtration channel near the back
lane collects, conveys, and cleans
rainwater before it enters the storm
system and ultimately False Creek

It also creates a beautiful green amenity

that links that park and laneway witha

shared edge

Active Play Area

In the centre of the park. this

terrace has good visual and physical

connections to the rest of the park

It would have custom play equipment

and offer active play experiences for

children of all ages

Elevated Journey and Vi

- An elevated, barrier-free walkway
provides a short cut through the site

- It offers many raised vantage points
above the park, providing views and
supporting safety through "eyes on the
park”

- This unique structure creates a "wow”
moment for passersby on Smithe Street,
craating a strong sense of arnval in the
Downtown from the east

Programmable Space / Peoples'Plaza

« The lowest and largest terrace benefits
from the most direct sunshine

« Beyond the playful waterjets, this
hard surfaced area is designed to
accommodate diverse activities, ranging
from table tennis to makers fairs

- Whimsical hammocks and swings will be
suspendead from the elevated walkway
above

Sunny Seating Terraces
- This terraced seating areas is integrated

into the coffee kiosk roof and overlooks

the park
« These offer great views of life in the

park, whiie doublfing as an amphitheater

during events 4 2
- Asimilar terraced seating area is situated

near the Creative Comer in the north
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Final Design
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Final Design - Park Building

Integrated in park slope

= Includes accessible universal
park washrooms and storage
for park programs

= QOpportunity for food and
beverage kiosk — coffee shop

= Arequest for proposals (RFP)
for potential partners to be
undertaken

= Coordination with Real Estate
and Facilities needed

.....
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Final Design: Program
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Final Design: Lighting
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Next Steps

= Detailed design and cost analysis (Preliminary budget $6M)
= RFP for potential commercial partner for park building

= Budgeting (City and Park Board 2017 Annual Budget
process)

= Tendering and Construction Award (early 2017)

= Operating budget review and explore recreation and
downtown partner programming opportunities (2017-18)

= Park Opening target 2018

49



Recommendation

THAT the Vancouver Park Board approve the final design

plan for the new downtown park located at Smithe and

Richards Streets as Illustrated and described In this
report.
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Final Design
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