
Park Board Committee Meeting 

 

 

VANPLAY 

IMPLEMENTATION –  

 

February 10, 2020 

One Water Initiatives 



 To update the Board on implementation of VanPlay goals and 

the City’s One Water initiatives;  

 To seek the Board’s endorsement of the Rain City Strategy, and;  

 To seek the Board’s support of Blue-Green systems initiatives 

and rainwater/parks integration opportunities.  

Purpose of Presentation 
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VanPlay 

The City’s One Water Approach 

Rain City Strategy: Park Board Aspects 

Blue-Green Systems Planning 

Rainwater/Parks Integration Opportunities:  

• Cambie and Broadway Integrated Water Master Plans 

• Three opportunities 

Recommendation 

 

Outline of Presentation 



  VanPlay 
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Renfrew Ravine 
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  The City’s One Water Approach 
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The City’s One Water Approach 



Vancouver harbors a deep 

connection to its local waters 

and the environment 

Vancouver has a deep 

connection to its local 

waters and the natural 

environment  



With climate change  

there is a need for  

resilient infrastructure,  

communities &  

natural systems  
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Think  

strategically  

about adapting  

for the future 

Image: Columbia St & W 10th Ave, Vancouver 

Photo Credit: Robert Pennings 

climate  

emergency 

ecosystem 
health & 

services 

combined  
sewer overflow   

mitigation 

growth +  

aging sewer  

& drainage 

infrastructure 



Traditional 

approach 

Image: Rainy day in Vancouver 

Photo Credit: Robert Pennings 
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One Water  

approach 
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18 Image: Rainy day in Vancouver 

Photo Credit: Robert Pennings 



TOO  

MUCH 
WATER 
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extreme rain 

events will be 

36%  
more intense 

Climate change is about  

too much rainwater 
Image: Overland flooding at Cambie St & W Broadway, Vancouver on October 12, 2017 

Photo Credit: Alexandra Coulliard 

33%  
more rain on 

very wet days 

increased risk of 

overland & 

coastal flooding 



19% 
less rain during 

summer 

increased risk of 

summer 

drought and 

wildfires 

23% 
increase of 

consecutive dry 

days 

Climate change is about  

too little rainwater 



over 33 billion  
litres of combined 

sewage was 

discharged 

in 2018 

Water quality is impacted by  

combined sewer overflows (CSOs) 
Image: Outfall at Clark Drive, Vancouver 

Photo Credit: Bruce Todd 

ongoing efforts to 

mitigate 

combined sewer 

overflows since  

the 1970’s 





Growth & aging sewer and 

drainage infrastructure 

Image: Sewer pipe upgrade 

Photo Credit: City of Vancouver 

system captures 

 

+ 

major 

renewal 

higher demand on 

system & less room 

for rainwater to 

soak into the 

ground 
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Water quality is impacted by  

polluted urban rainwater runoff 

pollutants  
litter  

tire debris 

copper & zinc 

oils & gasoline 

animal waste 

fertilizer 

micro-plastics 

sediment 

Image: Bioretention at Yukon & W 63rd 

Photo Credit: Wendy de Hoog 



the natural water cycle 

protects restores mimics 

A high level, 30-year plan that aims to manage  

rainwater through green rainwater infrastructure that 

Image: Urban rainwater runoff 

Photo Credit: Wendy de Hoog 

Rain City Strategy 
9 

transformative 

directions 
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 action plans 
 

Streets & Public Spaces 
Buildings & Sites 
Parks & Beaches 



  Rain City Strategy: Park Board Aspects  
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Rain City Strategy 

 use of green rainwater infrastructure to capture and treat rainwater 

run-off to reduce urban flooding, combined sewer overflows (CSO) 

and pollution discharge to our local waters  

ONE WATER 
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Rain City Strategy: Parks and Beaches Action Plan  

 
 One of three Action Plans, along with Buildings and Sites, 

Streets & Public Spaces  

 Developed with (and to be led by) Park Board staff  

 Includes 16 Programs developed by Park Board staff  

 These Programs align with actions in VanPlay, 

Biodiversity Strategy, Urban Forest Strategy, and Park 

Development Standards 
ONE WATER 
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Rain City Strategy: Parks and Beaches Action Plan  

 
P&B-01 

Green Rainwater Infrastructure Integration into Park 

Development Standards 
P&B-09 Minimize Impervious Surfaces within Parks and Recreation Spaces 

P&B-02 
Protect and Enhance Park Service Levels through Green 

Rainwater Infrastructure Retrofits 
P&B-10 

Multi-stakeholder Land Acquisition for Rainwater Management and Park 

Use in Key Watershed Areas 

P&B-03 
Non-potable Water Systems and Water Conservation & 

Efficiency 
P&B-11 

Green Rainwater Infrastructure Operation and Maintenance and Asset 

Management 

P&B-04 Green Rainwater Infrastructure Integration into Playing Fields P&B 12 Protect and Enhance Beaches and Waterfront Program 

P&B-05 
Parks and Recreation Spaces Climate Change Adaptation 

Program 
P&B-13 

Citywide Green Rainwater Infrastructure Financial Planning and 

Sustainable Funding Program 

P&B-06 
Create a Green Network that will Connect our Parks, 

Waterfront and Recreation Areas 
P&B-14 Research and Innovation Program 

P&B-07 Enhanced Urban Forest Program P&B-15 Shift in Park Board Process & Capacity Building 

P&B-08 Enhanced Park Biodiversity Program P&B-16 Industry Capacity Building & Public Engagement 

ONE WATER 
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Rain City Strategy: Specific Performance Target  

 

 Example park 

application: on-site 

water management 

of playing field 

redevelopments 

ONE WATER 



  Blue-Green Systems 
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Blue-Green Systems: Background 

In 2019, Council approved three motions related to 

blue-green systems. The three motions relate to:  

• Watershed Revival (Shore to Core) 

• Greenways Plan (Shore to Shore) and  

• False Creek to the Fraser River Blueway 

ONE WATER 
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Blue-Green Systems: conceptual diagram 

 

  

  



36 

Blue-Green Systems: examples of infrastructure in / as parks 

 

Tanner Springs Park, Portland 

Arbutus Greenway Swale on Yale 

Seattle  
ONE WATER 
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Falaise Park 
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Rodney Cook Sr. Park, Atlanta 



  Rainwater/Parks Integration Opportunities 



41 

Rainwater/Parks Integration Opportunities 

 IWMP (Integrated Water Management Plans) for Broadway and 

Cambie provide opportunity to translate City-wide ambitions and 

systems at the local area level 

CAMBIE IWMP 

Target:  

December 2020 

 

BROADWAY AREA 

PLAN 

Target:  

December 2020 

ONE WATER 



CHARLESON PARK 

Rainwater/Parks Integration Opp. 1: Charleson Park / Broadway IWMP  

ONE WATER 
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COLUMBIA 

PARK 

ALBERTA ST 

QUEEN 

ELIZABETH 

PARK 

Rainwater/Parks Integration Opp. 2: Columbia Park-Alberta St. / Cambie IWMP 

ONE WATER 
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John Hendry Park 
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Rainwater/Parks Integration Opp. 3: John Hendry Park / Nanaimo St Watershed 

ONE WATER 



*CONCEPTUAL 

DIAGRAM 

ONLY 
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ONE WATER 

Rainwater/Parks Integration Opp. 3: John Hendry Park / Nanaimo St Watershed 
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Recommendation 

A. THAT the Vancouver Park Board support the implementation of VanPlay goals 

 related to connectivity, biodiversity, and the natural flow of water in parks 

 through collaboration with other City of Vancouver One Water initiatives, as 

 outlined in this report; 

  

B. THAT the Vancouver Park Board endorse the Rain City Strategy’s Parks & 

 Beaches Action Plan, attached as Appendix A;  

 

C. THAT the Vancouver Park Board support staff collaboration with the City of 

 Vancouver’s Integrated Blue-Green Systems Planning initiatives (Watersheds, 

 Greenways, and Blueway Feasibility) as they pertain to parks and recreation; 

 and 

 

D. THAT the Vancouver Park Board support the exploration of integrating 

 rainwater management opportunities in Charleson, Columbia, and John 

 Hendry Parks, as outlined in this report. 



49 


