
Park Board Committee Meeting

DAYLIGHTING 

CANYON CREEK AT 

SPANISH BANKS 

Monday, November 23, 2020

Salish Creek (Near Canyon Creek)

Report Back



 To provide the Board with a response to its March 9, 2020 

motion on the feasibility of this daylighting Canyon Creek, and 

how it fits with the implementation of VanPlay goals and other 

policies; and

 To seek the Board’s endorsement of the proposed plan of 

action. 

Purpose of Presentation
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Policy Alignment

Location Context

Nearby Reference Projects

Local Considerations

First Nations Engagement

Potential Project Benefits

Recommendation

Outline of Presentation
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Policy Alignment
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Location Context
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Location Context
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Nearby Reference Projects

Spanish Banks Creek
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Local Considerations

Pipe Alignment 

Under Parking Lot

OLA Entrance Sign



9

Local Considerations
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Local Considerations
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Local Considerations

<        25 metres +/- >
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First Nations Engagement

Interpretive Signage at Spanish Bank
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Potential Benefits

 The stream would be well suited to support salmonids such as coho and chum salmon.

 Riparian forest and vegetated backshore will contribute to the biological diversity of the 

area, creating valuable habitat for other species such as river otter, mink, eagles and 

herons.

 The stream would accentuate the link between Spanish Banks Beach and Pacific Spirit 

Park, a protected upstream source.

 Restoration and enhancement projects in high profile locations have very high 

educational value; signage can be introduced to increase awareness of the importance 

of restoration projects like this to ecological health.

 Possible partnerships, in-kind assistance and ongoing stewardship activities can 

increase the societal value of the project.

 Opportunity to improve safety of park users by realignment of the bike path in the OLA.
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Recommendation

THAT the Vancouver Park Board direct staff to proceed with planning

and scoping work for the daylighting of Canyon Creek at Spanish

Banks Beach Park, for consideration of project implementation

funding in the 2023-2026 Capital Plan, with the scoping work to

include:

a. conducting public and Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh 

engagement; 

b. preparing preliminary concept plans; and

c. preparing preliminary implementation costing. 
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