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Purpose of Presentation

 Share results of public engagement process;

 Provide background information and share details of the proposed 

improvements in Coopers’ Park; and

 Seek a Board decision to enable staff to progress to the detailed design 

stage.

Time Top (2006) by Jerry Pethick at Coopers’ Park shoreline
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Project Background

Coopers’ Park
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Project Background

OLA

Open lawn North plaza

Basketball & skateboard court

Seawall playspace

East playspace
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Project Background - Growth

Coopers’ Park

 Dense downtown 

neighbourhood with 

ongoing growth

 Seawall activity adds 

more visitors
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Project Background - VanPlay

Coopers’ Park

 Park area per capita (within 

10 minute walk): 0.28 –

0.55ha/1000 persons 

 Park overlaps with Initiative 

Zone

 Goal one: Grow and 

renew Parks, community 

centres and recreation 

assets to keep pace with 

population growth and 

evolving needs.
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Project Background – North Plaza

 Eng. R.O.W.

 Opportunity for 

covered 

recreation

 Popular spot for 

fitness classes 

and parkour

 Already used 

throughout all 

seasons
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Project Background – Seawall Playspace

 ~20 years old

 Surfacing needs 

replacement

 Outdated 

equipment

 Used throughout 

all seasons
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Project Background – Dog Off-Leash Area

 Largest OLA 

downtown

 Does not meet 

PPD guidelines 

(fencing, 

amenities)

 Grass surfacing 

not suitable
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Discussion

Coopers’ Park
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Discussion - Public Engagement Process

 Process included two public open houses and three public 

questionnaires.

 Members of the public were asked to provide feedback on all 

proposed changes in the park.

May 

2018

September 
2019

March 
2021
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Discussion – Public Engagement #1 May 2018
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Discussion – Public Engagement #1

 6 “Big Ideas” presented for unique recreation amenity under the Cambie

Bridge.

• “Workout spot” - multiple fitness options presented

• “Bright spot” – lighting and colour to create “sunshine” during grey winter

• “Have you seen the_?” – big & bold interactive characters/objects

• “The hang-out” – swinging and netting options presented

• “A gateway” – colourful, interactive elements that take advantage of bridge columns

• “Let’s climb” – options to turn columns and plaza into recreational climbing space

 571 respondents completed questionnaire.
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Discussion – Public Engagement #1

 A non-traditional “Workout Spot” to support 

parkour was most preferred, followed closely 

by “Have you seen the_?” and a “Bright Spot”

 Elements from all three included in proposed 

design.
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Discussion – Public Engagement #2 September 2019
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Discussion – Public Engagement #2 Fitness Area

 Pacific Northwest themed fitness area and play-space presented.

 654 respondents completed questionnaire.

Do you like it? Would you use it?
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Discussion – Public Engagement #2 Play-space

Do you like it? What features do you prefer?



18

Discussion – Public Engagement #3 OLA

 Completed entirely online on Shape Your City platform
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Discussion – Public Engagement #3 OLA

 Draft concept for OLA renewal presented, with options for dog and human 

amenities.

 465 respondents completed questionnaire.

 74% like or really like the concept & 84% dog owners with highly active dogs.

 Most preferred amenity types:
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Discussion – Public Engagement

Main concerns identified from 3 engagements included:

 Safety between cyclists and pedestrians;

 Need for a park washroom, lighting and drinking fountain; 

 Inclusion of age-friendly fitness options and accessibility in play-space;

 Perceived reduced size of OLA; and

 Synthetic turf surfacing in renewed OLA.



Design

21Conceptual image of proposed fitness area at night
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Design – Fitness Area
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Design – Fitness Area

 Custom fitness amenity inspired by our west coast environment.

 Incorporates elements from 3 most preferred “Big Ideas”

 Designed to support parkour and calisthenics.

 Working with local experts to ensure usability.
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Design – Fitness Area
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Design – Fitness Area
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Design – Fitness Area
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Design – Fitness Area
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Design – Fitness Area Lighting
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Design – Fitness Area Lighting

VIDEO DEMO

https://bit.ly/3yzNxYJ
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Design – Fitness Area
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Design – Fitness Area
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Design – Play-space
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Design – Play-space
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Design – Dog Off-Leash Area
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Design – Dog off-leash area

 PPD strategy 

Design Guidelines

 ‘Neighbourhood

Urban’ OLA. 
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Design – Dog off-leash area

Revised OLA design:

 Pulls fencing closer to seawall to expand useable area

 Synthetic turf in central dog run, with added sand and lawn on edges

 Includes sheltered areas, wood seating and lighting

 Also includes preferred agility and water play elements
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Design – Dog off-leash area
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Other Improvements - Washroom (Board Approved 2020)

 New park washroom 

approved by Board in 

2020

 Drinking fountain will 

be sited during detail 

design

 Addition of age-friendly 

fitness equipment to be 

added during detail 

design
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Considerations & Next Steps

Coopers’ Park
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Considerations – Circulation Improvements

 The north plaza currently operated as a connection for people walking and 

cycling between the seawall, Cambie Bridge and Pacific Blvd.

 Engineering staff are developing plans for separated cycling facility 

between seawall and Pacific Blvd. along with pedestrian improvements

 Park Board staff are further exploring wayfinding improvements for the 

park circulation network
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Considerations – Financial Impact

 High level estimate of $3.2M to 4M for all improvements in Coopers’ Park

 Estimated annual maintenance increase in range of $96,000 to $120,000 

per year 

 Budget will be refined during detail design 

 Park would benefit from onsite programming due to urban location and 

anticipated high utilization and will be considered as the Downtown Parks 

activation project advances. 



Q2 2023 
fitness area 

and play-
space 

complete

End of Q2 
2022 OLA 
renewal 

complete

Q2 2022 
tender and 

award fitness 
area and 

play-space

Q4 2021 
tender & 

award OLA
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Next Steps

Pending Board decision staff will proceed to: 

 Detail design, tender and award for construction contracts

 Board approval of construction contracts will be required as the budget will exceed 

$500,000  

 Timelines subjects to change pending procurement and award process and 

staff will update Board as project progresses
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Recommendation

THAT the Vancouver Park Board approve the proposed Concept Plan for a 

new fitness area, and renewal of the existing playground and dog off-leash 

area planned for Coopers’ Park, as outlined in this report and as shown in 

Figures 2 to 4.






