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Purpose of Presentation 

Provide staff updates on the 

low-intensity turf 

maintenance motion:

 To share the background 

and  findings from the 

2021 meadow pilot

 To make a 

recommendation for 

continuing and expanding 

turf meadows 



Background
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

A. THAT the Vancouver Park Board direct staff to establish incremental targets 

and develop an implementation plan, including any new equipment 

required, to defer and/or alter mowing regimes on appropriate turf surfaces 

maintained by Park Board staff, with consideration to park typologies and 

usage intensity;

B. THAT the current temporary changes in mowing practices (COVID-19-

related pilot) be tracked and documented as to quantify and qualify their 

effect on biodiversity, ecological benefits, operational efficiency/ 

diversification, emission comparability, and financial sustainability; and

C. FURTHER that staff to report back to the Board with their findings.
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Approved Motion on March 10, 2021
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Policy Alignment
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VanPlay Alignment – Access to Nature

N.3.1 Continue to enhance, 

nurture and connect existing 

natural areas 

N.3.3 Enhance habitat value for 

pollinators, insects, and birds

N.3.5 Identify locations for habitat 

corridors

N.3.6 Provide access to a 

naturally managed area of at least 

0.2 ha within a 10 minute walk of 

all residents.
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Pilot Site Selection - Turf Inventory 2016
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Pilot Site Selection – Turf Type
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Pilot Site Selection – Turf Service Level

New Brighton Park 

Legend

Sports fields

High-use passive

Low-use passive turf

Mowing hazard



2021 Pilot Sites

Pilot Site Selection – Site Suitability 

New Brighton Park 
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2021 Pilot Sites



Meadow Pilot Findings
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Environmental

Data for 7 meadow sites (colored areas) and 7 adjacent turf control sites (black dash)

Average Soil Moisture Average Soil Temperature
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Climate Action 

 Pollinating flowers and 

native grasses require   

50% less water 

compared to turf grass

 Resilient and reliable 

carbon storage

 Reduction in carbon 

emissions during 

maintenance with proper 

equipment



Tree Health

Unmown understory in Queen Elizabeth Park meadow
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Soil Microbes

Plant-soil interactions
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Pollination 

Data for 7 meadow sites (colored areas) and 7 adjacent turf control sites (black dash)

Average Bloom Count Average Pollinator Count



Langara Golf Course Meadows 18

Pollinating Flowers



Native pollinators at 2021 pilot meadows 
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Biodiversity



Pollinator Habitat 

Meadows support native bee nesting and provide resources for whole life-cycle 20



Nature Vancouver swallow box stewardship and monitoring 21

Citizen Science



22

Mason Bee Nesting Boxes

Nature Kids BC and Jericho Stewardship Group (left), Oak Meadows Insect Hotel (right) 



Park meadows and naturally managed areas support bat habitat 23

Research Partnerships

# Bats Recorded 

Location MYLU EPFU LACI MYY MYC LANO MYV

John Hendry X X X X X 

Vanier X 

Jericho X X 

South 

Memorial 

McCleery X X X X X 

Fraserview X X X X X 

Queen 

Elizabeth 

X X X X 
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Bats in Vancouver Parks



Bat boxes installed at Parks and Golf Courses 25

Bat Box Program



Partnership with Environment & Climate Change Canada at John Hendry Park  
26

Motus Wildlife Tracking Stations



27

Public Feedback

 Explanatory signage

 Vancouver.ca project 

page

 Social media 

campaign

 Mixed response – both 

concern and support
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Meadow Enhancements 

Mountain View Cemetery



Considerations
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Staff Roles
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Operational Considerations

Diversifying turf maintenance practices 31



Best management practices and design guidelines 32

Staff Training 

Examples of staff training materials



Fire and hazard mitigation response plan 33

Fire Prevention & Risk Mitigation
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Financial Considerations 
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Recommendation

THAT the Vancouver Park Board direct staff to continue the transition of 

37 hectares of piloted low-use turf on park managed lands to natural 

management, and expand to a total of 42 hectares by 2030 (7% of total 

park managed turf).
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Recommendation – As Amended 

A. THAT the Vancouver Park Board direct staff to continue the 

transition of 37 hectares of piloted low-use turf on park managed 

lands to natural management. 

B. FURTHER THAT staff report back in Q1 of 2022 on the full extent 

of low-use turf on park managed lands that may be considered for 

transition to natural management. 

C. THAT the Vancouver Park Board direct staff to work with City of 

Vancouver Engineering Services to establish a plan to transition all 

suitable medians, road, etc., to natural management and report 

back.




