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Purpose of Presentation 

Á To provide details and background on the request from BC Hydro for 

rights-of-way and an easement through Nelson Park to support the 

approved BC Hydro substation at Lord Roberts Annex School.

Á To seek a decision on whether or not to enter into multiple land use 

agreements across Nelson Park with BC Hydro.



Background
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Existing Dal Grauer Substation
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Requested property rights in Nelson Park
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Artist rendering - final design may vary.



Construction impacts and mitigations
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o One to two months during the winter 

months for installation of underground 

power cables within Nelson Park.

o Timing for installation of underground 

power cables is flexible within our five-

year construction window.

o We accept all mitigation considerations 

assigned to BC Hydro proposed by the 

Park Boardôs Impact and Mitigation Study.



10

Substation safety 



Electric and magnetic fields (EMF)
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Should our request for rights-of-way 

for underground cables be accepted, 

weôre committed to:

o bury transmission cables deeper 

underground and implement 

magnetic field shielding to 

further reduce very low EMF 

levels by another 75%;

o independent measurement and 

public reporting of EMF levels,  

once substation is in-service.

Result will be EMF levels similar to 

what exists in Nelson Park today.
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Background

ñAt its public board meeting 

on June 25, 2018, trustees 

of the Vancouver School 

Board approved moving 

forward with a deal to sell 

BC Hydro a subsurface 

parcel beneath the Lord 

Roberts Annex site in the 

West End for development 

of an underground 

substationò 
Source: Vancouver School Board Website
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Background

Á BC Hydro is requesting 

rights-of-way (RoW) for 

underground distribution 

and transmission cables 

through Nelson Park

Á BC Hydro is requesting 

an access easement for 

a driveway to provide 

shared access to the 

school and substation



Site Context and Nelson Park
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Nelson Park

Á West End is home 

to  45,000 people 

(2013)

Á Expected to grow 

by 30,000 people 

over the next 30 

years

Source: West End Plan 2019
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Nelson Park

Source: CBRE
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Nelson Park

Source: City of Vancouver

Á Several major 

developments are 

proposed or 

underway near 

Nelson Park

Á Approximately 5,150+ 

units (excl. 6.6 acre 

St. Paulôs Site)

Á Significant increase in 

park space demand 

for residents
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Nelson Park

Á The West End contains 6 of the top 10 parks* with the highest number of 

residents within a ten minute walk in Vancouver, which includes Nelson Park

*excluding Andy Livingstone Park 

and English Bay Beach ParkSource: VanPlay 2018



Public Engagement
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Public Engagement

Á Staff led a public engagement campaign in fall of 2019 seeking 

feedback on BC Hydroôs request for rights-of-way through the park

Á The goals of the engagement were to 

Å Provide the project background;

Å Inform community members about the impact study that was being 

developed and share early findings; and

Å Surface questions and comments regarding pending changes that 

could affect users of Nelson Park.  
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Public Engagement

Source: BC Hydro Nelson Park Public Engagement Summary
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Public Engagement

Á Key reasons for supporting the request from BC Hydro include a desire 

to ensure reliable power in the area and the feeling an underground 

substation will have fewer impacts than an above-ground substation. 

Á Key reasons for non-support of the request by BC Hydro include 

concerns about park impacts, unknown factors, community disruption, 

and power lines in close proximity to public space.

Source: BC Hydro Nelson Park Public Engagement Summary
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Public Engagement

Á Other themes identified in public comments include :

Å Concerns that restrictions on what can be placed above the 

underground power cables in Nelson Park will affect the future 

park design and character

Å General development fatigue related to ongoing development in 

the West End

Å Some feel there is an opportunity to improve Nelson Park if 

changes are planned with the community around a long-term 

park vision that considers context and future community needs.



Impact and Mitigation Study
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