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Purpose of Presentation 

National Indigenous History Month 
is celebrated every June in Canada to 

honour the rich history, heritage, 
resilience and diverse cultures of the 

First Nations, Inuit, and Metis 
peoples. 

This presentation showcases the 
work Park Board and partners did to 
deliver educational programming and 
celebrations to the public for National 

Indigenous History Month. 
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Objectives

 Honour the rich cultures and histories of First 
Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples

 Build a Park Board-wide leadership team to 
collaborate on National Indigenous History 
Month work

 Provide educational opportunities for staff & 
the public focused on local Indigenous 
Culture

 Give back to the Indigenous community

 Foster connection in community and highlight 
National Indigenous History Month initiatives 
across the Parks & Recreation system

Photo Credit: Alan McMillan
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Overview

 Park Board and partners 
hosted and supported 24 
events and initiatives across 
the Parks & Recreation 
system 

 Developed a new CoV 
webpage for the NIHM Park 
Board initiatives & events
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PB National Indigenous History Month 

Events included:

 1 city-wide arts event

 17 events and 
activations in community 
centres, in parks and on 
city streets

 3 Recreation Sport and 
Wellness initiatives

 1 staff education program

 Flags in Morton Park
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NIHM Highlights: Indigenous Park Art Hunt (June 1-30)

The 21 Instagram 
stories had 15,564 
total views during 

the month.
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National Indigenous People's Day Celebration on June 21 
at Main and Hastings

 A full day of ceremony, 
performances, feasting and 
community connection 
presented by Carnegie 
Community Centre and the 
City of Vancouver with 
support from Park Board 
Urban Park Activation for 
the last three years.

 Over 20 presenters and 
5,000 attendees.



Art in Andy Livingstone Park

 Urban Park Activation's Art 
in the Park with Elders Les 
Nelson and Marr Dorval and 
current artists in residence 
BigTop Art Tent takes 
place weekly from June to 
September

 Launch at NIPD introduces 
this popular annual artist's 
project to 
the neighbourhood
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National Indigenous People's Day Celebration at Main and Hastings
June 21
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Recreation Initiatives

 Free Indigenous swim at 
New Brighton Pool (June 
25)

 Free Indigenous Skate 
at Hillcrest Community 
Centre (June 27)

 200 Recreation drop-in 
passes gifted to 
Indigenous organizations 
for community members
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Community Centre Initiatives and Events

Celebrations and 
events in Community 
Centres included:

o Film screenings
o Bannock Socials
o Diverse events and 

workshops sharing 
Indigenous Cultural 
Practices

o Indigenous Markets
o Community BBQs
  and more!
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NIPD and Solstice Celebration at Moberly Arts and Culture Centre 
June 21

A day of dancing, feasting, 
celebration and ceremony at 

Moberly Arts & Culture Centre 
in partnership with South 

Vancouver Neighbourhood 
House and Nisga'a Two-
Spirit knowledge keeper 

Travis Angus
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Event Spotlight: Mount Pleasant Community Centre

Dawn Cranmer from the 
Namgis Nation of Alert 
Bay B.C. led a Traditional 
Medicine Team 
Workshop on June 24 
where participants 
sampled traditional 
medicine teas and learned 
about the properties of 
different medicines. 
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Flags at Morton Park

Every Child Matters & Survivors 
flags flown at Morton Park for 

the month of June.
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Internal Staff Education

 Staff education on the Park 
Board's 11 Reconciliation 
Strategies

o Weekly emails to staff

o Highlighted and expanded on 
1 strategy weekly

o Goal was to make the 11 
Reconciliation Strategies 
more relatable/accessible to 
staff and their work
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Looking Ahead: 2026 Planning

Photo credit: Josephine Daumich

 Increase interdepartmental 
leadership and involvement

 Grow existing projects and work 
to increase public and staff 
participation 

 Grow opportunities to benefit 
Indigenous organizations and 
individuals
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