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Submit comments to the Board 

 
 

TO: Park Board Chair and Commissioners 

FROM: Director, Park Planning and Development 

SUBJECT: Disc Golf Plan 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT the Vancouver Park Board approve the “Disc Golf Plan”, as outlined in this report 
and attached within Appendix A, to guide improvements for disc golf in Vancouver’s parks. 

FURTHER THAT delivery of improvements will be dependent on committed funding 
through future capital budgets. 

 
 
PURPOSE AND SUMMARY 
 
The proposed Disc Golf Plan, detailed in this report and its appendices, has been developed in 
response to direction provided by the Park Board to staff in April 2024. The report outlines the 
research, inventory, analysis, and interest holder and community engagement completed to date, 
and seeks the Board’s approval of the Plan, including proposed disc golf course improvements 
and recommended next steps. 
 
 
BOARD AUTHORITY / PREVIOUS DECISIONS 
 
As per the Vancouver Charter, the Park Board has exclusive jurisdiction and control over all areas 
designated as permanent and temporary parks in the City of Vancouver, including any structures, 
programs and activities, fees, and improvements that occur within those parks.    
  
On April 22, 2024, the Park Board directed staff to report back in Q3 2024 on the scope, budget 
and schedule required to develop a plan for the expansion of disc golf in Vancouver. 
 
On September 23, 2024, the Park Board approved the corresponding Disc Golf Plan Report Back, 
including a scope of work, schedule and financial considerations. The report indicated that, if 
approved, the two-year work plan could commence as part of the 2025 Service Plan and work 
began in 2025.  
 
On March 23, 2026, staff provided a Disc Golf Plan Process Update memo which outlined an 
opportunity to implement a revised and streamlined process and schedule, enabling staff to bring 
forward this single report to the Board for decision-making and deliver immediate benefits to the 
disc golf community. 

https://vancouver.ca/your-government/contact-park-board.aspx
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/lc/statreg/vanch_24#partXXIII
https://parkboardmeetings.vancouver.ca/2024/20240422/DECISION-ImprovingExpandingDiscGolfVancouverParks-20240422.pdf
https://parkboardmeetings.vancouver.ca/2024/20240923/index.htm
https://parkboardmeetings.vancouver.ca/files/MEMO-DiscGolfPlanProcess-Update-20260323.pdf
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CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND 
 
There are currently two disc golf courses located in the Park Board’s parks at Quilchena and 
Queen Elizabeth Parks. The course at Queen Elizabeth Park is referred to as the “Little Mountain 
Disc Golf Course”. The April 2024 Board Motion included the following background:   

− Disc golf is a free-to-play, low barrier-to-entry sport that is accessible to a wide range of 
ages and abilities, and can be played year-round;  

− Disc golf is a popular and growing sport; according to 2021 estimates by UDisc, the largest 
disc golf scoring app, there are over 20,000 rounds of disc golf played in Vancouver per 
year, with only 1 in 5 players recording their game; 

− Vancouver currently has two disc golf courses at Quilchena Park and Queen Elizabeth 
Park, as well as one located at Jericho Lands (a non-city owned property) which were 
designed and are managed in collaboration with local disc golf organizations; 

− The Jericho Lands course will be removed with the upcoming development of the Jericho 
Lands, adding additional users to the already busy remaining courses; and 

− Tournament and pop-up events in Vancouver and the Lower Mainland have been popular 
and successful; local events fill within 10 minutes of opening registration and the 2023 BC 
Open, a 3-day tournament hosted in Langley, had 577 players, with divisions from all 
genders and ages. 

 
Further background on the context of disc golf, including staff analysis of best practices, 
information gathered through interviews with other local municipalities with disc golf courses, and 
detailed inventory of current Park Board courses is included in Appendix A. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Disc Golf Plan including detailed recommendations is attached in Appendix A. This plan is 

grounded in Board direction, staff research, inventory and analysis as well as public and interest 

holder input. A complete picture of the inputs that informed and shaped the Disc Golf Plan should 

be read in conjunction with its appendices. 

 
Implementation Framework – Key Recommendations 
 
Five key recommendations of the Disc Golf Plan are as follows and are based on work to date: 
 
 

1 
Improve Existing Courses at 
Quilchena Park and Little 
Mountain (Queen Elizabeth Park) 

Provide wayfinding and information signs, 
fencing, environmental and accessibility 
improvements, and modify the existing 12-hole 
Quilchena course to a 10-hole course for 
enhanced safety for all park users in the near 
term.  

2 
Expand the Little Mountain 
Course (Queen Elizabeth Park) 

Create an 18-hole course through expansion. 
Potential for course-related engagement as 
part of broader future engagement for Queen 
Elizabeth Park.  
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3 
Provide a new washroom at Little 
Mountain  

Consider the suitability, feasibility and cost 
implications of the installation of a new 
universal washroom that is better accessed 
from east/north areas of Queen Elizabeth Park 
as part of long-term, city-wide washroom 
prioritization processes.   

4 Co-locate a new course 

Work with golf services to establish a co-
located course at Rupert Pitch and Putt to 
operate seasonally as a pay to play course in 
the short- medium term. 

5 Administrative Improvements Update GIS Mapping and Web Information 

 
Detailed recommendations are described in the attached Disc Golf Plan. 
 
Updated Process  
As outlined in the March 23, 2026, memo to the Board, staff identified an opportunity to streamline 
the process by bringing forward a single report for decision. This approach would provide 
immediate benefits to the disc golf community, given that there are currently no opportunities for 
new stand-alone disc golf courses in Vancouver parks. At the same time, there are excellent 
opportunities to enhance existing courses and introduce a shared facility within the Rupert Park 
Pitch and Putt golf course. 
 
With this shortened schedule and focused scope, the Disc Golf Plan has not been brought to the 
broader public for a second phase of public engagement, however, pending a Board decision, the 
public will be engaged on the recommendations going forward, as follows: 

− Disc Golf Couse Upgrades: Staff will continue to engage directly with the Disc Golf 
Community Liaisons about upgrades to existing disc golf courses.  

− Rupert Park Pitch and Putt: Staff will continue to explore the co-location opportunity 
internally. 

− Little Mountain Course Expansion (at Queen Elizabeth Park): Potential to engage 
residents, interest holders and park users through course-related engagement as a part 
of the Queen Elizabeth Park neighbourhood amenities project.  

 

The Queen Elizabeth Park neighbourhood amenities project is funded through the 2026 Capital 
Budget and includes preliminary design and engagement for a new playground and accessible 
pathways in response to Cambie Corridor population growth. If the Disc Golf Plan is approved by 
the Board, the Little Mountain course expansion will be included in the Queen Elizabeth Park 
amenities project to give the community a focussed opportunity to give input on the disc golf 
expansion layout and pathway integration. Staff are preparing for Queen Elizabeth Park Amenities 
project public engagement, scheduled for early 2027. 
 

Engagement Overview 
The development of the Disc Golf Plan included a round of public engagement in fall 2025. The 
engagement provided staff with the opportunity to gather community input from disc golf users as 
well as other park users and the Persons with Disabilities Advisory Committee. The engagement 
findings and analysis fed directly into the recommendations laid out in this report.  
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A small project advisory group comprising VanCity United Disc Golf Club and BC Disc Golf 
Association Board members was also formed, and project staff continue to work closely with them 
to gain insight and to ensure project information is communicated to the broader disc golf 
community.   
 
Engagement Included: 

− 1180 project page visits and 521 project page interactions 

− 13,600+ views on social media 

− 377 individual survey responses 

− 1600+ survey comments 

− 60 posters around the city 

− 1 pop-up park event 

− 3 course visits with community liaisons 

− 1 meeting with Persons with Disabilities Advisory Committee 

− Project booth and information at Park Board Indigenous pop-up event 

 
Key engagement findings included:  

− Disc golf players are very satisfied with the natural settings of the existing courses and 
their current level of ongoing maintenance.  

− A high proportion of survey respondents, including disc golf players and park visitors, have 
experienced conflict at one or more of the disc golf courses. There is a desire for clearer 
course delineation and separation of disc golf from other park activities, and increased 
safety and wayfinding signage.  

− Most desired features are for larger courses, more baskets and increased signage. 

− There are short term opportunities for events for needs-based groups like the visually 
impaired at existing courses, and long-term opportunities for small footprint and adaptive 
play course changes at Little Mountain to broaden access opportunities.   

− Most feedback came from members of the disc golf community, highlighting the need for 

additional site-specific engagement regarding the proposed expansion of the Little 

Mountain. 

 
Local Nations Referrals 
Referrals were sent to Musqueam Indian Band, Squamish Nation and Tsleil-Waututh Nation in 
November 2024, with an update in August 2025. All three Nations responded to the initial referral. 
Key areas of interest expressed included opportunities for future involvement in ecological 
restoration and cultural expression, as well as ensuring that any ground-disturbing activities 
followed appropriate archaeological protocols.  
 
A subsequent update was provided in June 2026 to share project recommendations and advise 
that future engagement opportunities would be carried forward through project implementation 
and the Queen Elizabeth Neighbourhood Amenities Plan. 
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The cost to deliver the Disc Golf Plan was $165,000, funded from the current capital budget. 

 
The estimated costs for implementing the Disc Golf Plan are preliminary, as concept plans for the 

recommended improvements have not yet been developed. Implementation of these 

improvements will be subject to future capital budget approvals. Given the relatively low cost of 

the improvements, sufficient funding should be available through the 2027 to 2030 Parks and 

Open Spaces capital program. The preliminary cost estimates are as follows:  

− Improvements at Quilchena Park are estimated to cost $70,000 to $75,000. 

− Little Mountain Course expansion and improvements will be evaluated through the 

upcoming Queen Elizabeth Park Neighbourhood Amenities (QEPNA) work program. The 

project is estimated to require $250,000 in funding to complete the expansion area and 

upgrade the existing course, resulting in a cohesive 18-hole course. 

− Co-location at Rupert Pitch and Putt: Co-location at Rupert pitch and putt is not expected 
to highly increase maintenance costs, and operating costs will be offset by user fees. 
Estimated design and installation costs are under $100,000. Further work with Golf 
Services will be needed to fully determine operating costs for a co-located course. 

 
Short to medium term disc golf improvements at Quilchena Park and Little Mountain courses are 
not anticipated to incur any additional operational costs.  

 
The Plan also identifies the need for a future universally accessible washroom at the Little 
Mountain disc golf course. This is considered a long-term recommendation, as the washroom 
strategy identifies many other higher-priority locations for new facilities, and funding for a 
washroom at this site is not anticipated in the near term.  Although not ideal, in the short term, 
signage can be installed to direct park users to existing washrooms elsewhere in the park. 
 
 
OTHER CONSIDERATION – DISC GOLF LIAISON 
 
The Board-directed scope of work requested that staff provide advice to the Board on the 
suitability of appointing a Park Board Commissioner liaison to VanCity Disc Golf. Staff recommend 
that if the Board wishes to pursue this, it be considered as part of a broader review of Park Board 
Commissioner liaison roles and Commissioner capacity. At present, individual groups, sports and 
park activities do not tend to have an assigned commissioner liaison. It is more common where 
there is a city appointed committee, Community Centre Association or where a range of park 
users are engaged as a collective, such as is the case for the Vancouver Field Sport Federation. 
 
CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS 
 
The Disc Golf Plan is built on Board direction, research, analysis, and early input from 
stakeholders and the community. If approved, it will bring short term improvements to the existing 
courses at Quilchena and Little Mountain (Queen Elizabeth Park), while also supporting potential 
future expansion at Little Mountain, a new facility at Rupert Park within the Pitch and Putt Golf 
Course, and administrative improvements. 
 

* * * * *  
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SINCE TIME OUT OF MIND 

The lands considered in this plan are managed by 
the Park Board and are the traditional, ancestral 

and unceded territories of the Coast Salish peoples: 
the xʷməθkʷəy̓ əm (Musqueam) Indian Band, 

Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish Nation), and 
səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nation. We raise our hands 

to xʷməθkʷəy̓əm, Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw, and 
səlilwətaɬ for their guidance and stewardship since time 

immemorial. 

Figure 1.A disc golf player throws a disc (AdobeStock)
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The Disc Golf Plan establishes a strategic framework for enhancing existing disc golf 
courses and expanding disc golf opportunities within Vancouver parks over the coming 
years. Developed through research, site inventory and analysis, best-practice review, and 
engagement with community members, local disc golf organizations, and other interest 

holders, the Plan responds to growing demand for the sport while balancing recreational, 
environmental, operational, and park management objectives. 

Disc golf is a free, accessible, and inclusive recreational activity that can be enjoyed by 
people of all ages and abilities throughout the year. Participation has grown significantly 
in recent years, both locally and across North America. Vancouver currently has two disc 
golf courses located in Quilchena Park and Little Mountain (Queen Elizabeth Park). With 

the planned removal of the Jericho Lands (a public course located on private property) as 
redevelopment proceeds, demand on the City's remaining courses is expected to increase, 
reinforcing the need to improve existing facilities and explore opportunities for additional 

capacity. 

The Plan has been informed by a comprehensive engagement process that included online 
public engagement, a park pop up, interest holder meetings, site visits, and discussions 

with local disc golf organizations, park users, regional municipal representatives and 
relevant Park Board and City staff. Feedback highlighted strong support for improving 

existing courses, expanding opportunities to meet growing demand, enhancing safety and 
accessibility, and ensuring that disc golf continues to be thoughtfully integrated with other 
park uses. The engagement process helped validate priorities, identify opportunities and 

constraints, and shape the recommendations contained within the Plan. 

The Plan recommends a phased approach to improving the quality, safety, accessibility, 
and long-term sustainability of disc golf facilities while supporting the shared use of park 

spaces. Key recommendations include enhancing existing courses through improved 
wayfinding, accessibility and environmental upgrades, safety improvements, and course 
modifications. These include reconfiguring the Quilchena course to 10 holes to improve 
safety, expanding the Little Mountain course into a full 18-hole facility, and developing a 

seasonal co-located disc golf course at Rupert Pitch and Putt to help meet future demand. 
The Plan also recommends improving digital mapping and public information to better 

support disc golf players and other park users. 

Together, these recommendations provide a practical roadmap for strengthening 
Vancouver's disc golf courses, improving the experience for current and future players, and 
supporting equitable access to recreation while respecting the diverse functions and values 

of Vancouver's parks. 

Figure 3.A disc golf player throws a disc (Photo credit: Eric Thompson)
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CHAPTER 1: 
INTRODUCTION

The Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation 
(Park Board) has two disc golf courses within 
Vancouver parks, a nine-hole course at Queen 
Elizabeth Park (Little Mountain Course) and a 
12-hole course at Quilchena Park. These were 
designed and installed in collaboration with 
the local disc golf communities, with initial 
installation in 1986.  

Disc Golf is a free to play, low barrier to entry 
sport, accessible to a wide range of ages and 
abilities. It can be played year-round, providing 
an outdoor recreational activity that has been 
rapidly growing in popularity.

BACKGROUND

Figure 4.Disc Golf basket in a wooded field.(AdobeStock)
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Disc Golf is a game played outside similar to 
traditional “ball golf,” however, it has some key 
differences. The object of the game is to throw 
a flying disc into a basket target, “hole,” in as 
few throws as possible. There are usually 9 or 
18 holes within a course. Players start at the 
tee pad on hole 1, throwing the disc from the 
spot it lands until it reaches the basket. Players 
then move onto the next hole until the course 
is completed. The player with the lowest total 
cumulative throws or “strokes” for the course 
wins the round.  

A disc golf course requires little infrastructure. 
The course requires three main elements: tee 
pads, baskets and signage. A tee pad is where 
the player begins each hole. The placement 
and materiality will depend on course terrain, 
local climate and installation intention. Disc 
golf baskets consist of a chained basket 
and a base that is anchored to the ground 
with a centre pole. These chains make the 
quintessential sound when hit that all disc golf 
players strive to hear.   

Well-designed courses include a range of shot 
lengths and shapes to cater to both beginners 
and more advanced players. Similar to ball 
golf, holes are designed to the expected 
number of throws a skilled player should take 
to complete the shot called “par.”  

Land requirements depend on the course 
level you are creating and the landscape it 
is within. Recreational courses can have a 
range of sizes, however, most courses are 9 or 
18 holes. The terrain and overall design can 
greatly impact the amount of space needed 
for each hole. (see Appendix C for further 
details on Course Design).   

UDisc is an app which allows 
players to locate courses, track 
stats, and record their scores. It 

covers courses globally, connecting 
people with community and 

leagues. There is a free and paid 
version. It is estimated about 1 in 5 
players track with UDisc, providing 

valuable statistics on the sport.  

Queen Elizabeth Park’s Little 
Mountain and Quilchena Park’s disc 

golf courses are similar sizes and 
each cover roughly 3 hectares of 

shared parkland. 

People have played with flying discs for 
centuries, with versions appearing in ancient 
Persian, Greek, and Roman cultures. The 
earliest known precursor to modern disc golf 
occurred in 1926 in Saskatchewan, where 
children played “Tin Lid Golf,” throwing tin lids 
into sandy targets. While no direct historical 
timeline connects this game to modern disc 
golf, similar disc-throwing games using pie 
tins emerged throughout the 1930s–1960s.  

WHAT IS DISC GOLF CORE ELEMENTS IN A COURSE

BRIEF HISTORY OF DISC GOLF

Similar to ultimate frisbee, disc golf was 
not formally invented but evolved through 
player creativity, as traditional ball sports 
were adapted using flying discs. Early “object 
courses” used natural and urban feature such 
as trees, poles, and fire hydrants as targets. 

The sport began to formalize through the 
efforts of George Sappenfield and Kevin 
Donnelly, who came from backgrounds in 
children’s recreation and parks supervision.  
They worked with Ed Headrick at WHAM-O toy 
company to create the first frisbee golf event.  
When the first course was opened in 1975 in 
California it was an instant success. The Disc 
Golf Association (DGA) was established in 
1976 to form a new international sport and to 
promote the installation and use of disc golf 
courses around the world. 

The sport has grown rapidly, with over 16,000 
courses globally and an estimated 1.26 million 
regular players, with countless more unlisted 
courses and casual players from across the 
globe (UDisc, 2025).

Figure 5.Diskobolos by 
Myron, 450B.C (Photo 
credit: British Museum)

Figure 6.Disc Golf basket installation drawing 
(ACanning)

Figure 7."Steady" Ed Headrick (Photo credit: DGA)
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Quilchena Park
Queen Elizabeth Park

Central Park, 
Burnaby

Eastview Park, 
North Vancouver 

Jericho Lands

Figure 8.Disc Golf Courses in Vancouver

CHAPTER 2: INVENTORY 
OF CURRENT PARK 
BOARD COURSES
There are three disc golf courses within Vancouver: two within city 
parks at Quilchena and Queen Elizabeth parks and a private course on 
Jericho Lands (closing in the future, with redevelopment).  

Park Board Disc Golf Course

Non Park Board Disc Golf Course

10 minute walk

Greenways

Bikeways

SkyTrain routes and stations

Parks

Public golf courses

City of Vancouver boundary

Disc Golf Courses in 
Vancouver
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Hillcrest 
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Nat Bailey 
Stadium

Pitch & putt

Bloedel Conservatory

Queen Elizabeth Park

W 33rd Ave

W 37th Ave

O
ntario St

Cambie St

Pathways

Park buildings

Activity areas

Playing fields

Dog off leash area

Park boundary

Pond

Little Mountain disc golf course

Legend

Queen Elizabeth Park is one of Vancouver’s 
destination parks famed for its horticultural 
gardens, beautiful city and mountain views, 
and housing the Bloedel Conservatory. This 
52-hectare municipal park contains many 
park amenities including pitch and putt, lawn 
bowling, sports courts, as well as many trails 
for walking.  

As one of the City of Vancouver’s most famous 
parks, many people might not realize that 
Queen Elizabeth Park is home to the Little 
Mountain Disc Golf Course. Established in 
1983, this is one of the oldest disc golf courses 
in the province. Located in the southeast 
corner of the park, it has a recreational layout 
featuring nine baskets, 18 tee pads and a par 
54 rating. Although not technically an 18-hole 
course due to the doubling of baskets, this 

QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK
LITTLE MOUNTAIN

Queen Elizabeth Park's Little Mountain 
Disc Golf Course

course allows for 18-hole play or the use of 
short and long shots for varying levels. Having 
a mix of open grass fields, treed areas, and 
a pond obstacle, this course highlights the 
natural beauty that Queen Elizabeth Park is 
known for. Please see Appendix A.1 for further 
site analysis. 

Queen Elizabeth Park 
Did you know? 

Little Mountain is the last 
remnant of an extinct volcano. 

It was used as a rock quarry in the 
beginning of the twentieth century 
to provide materials for the city’s 

roads. By the 1920s, one of the rock 
quarries was converted to the city’s 

water reservoir and by the 1930s, this 
area was given to the Park Board 

creating the sunken gardens 
and the City’s first civic 

arboretum.

Figure 9.View north from southwest corner of disc 
golf course (ACanning)

Figure 10.Queen Elizabeth Arboretum lookout (Photo credit: Vancouver Archives, 1955)

Figure 11.Queen Elizabeth Park map (detailed course map on next page)
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W 37th Ave

O
ntario St

Pathways

Tee pads

Baskets

Throw line

Practice baskets

Pitch and putt fence

Pond

Legend

Little Mountain Course

Figure 12.Basket 9/18 with unoffical pathway around 
pond (ACanning)

Figure 15.Little Mountain Disc Golf Course

Figure 13.Person throwing at tee pad 1 (ACanning)

Figure 14. Tee pad 7 and 16 (ACanning) Figure 16.View  from hole 2 looking south (ACanning)
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Park Boundary

Greenways

Rapid transit

Skytrain station

Bus routes

Nearest transit stops

500m walking

Legend

Figure 17.Queen Elizabeth Park connectivity

Queen Elizabeth Park sits between Main 
Street and Cambie Street. These bustling 
neighbourhoods’ were historically developed 
as street car corridors, leading to their 
walkable character and linear commercial 
alignments. Filled with a mix of residential 
and commercial development, this part of the 
city will see higher density population growth 
in the future. Located along the southeast 
corner of the park, the Little Mountain Disc 
Golf course is accessible by bike, transit (bus 
and SkyTrain) and car. The Ontario Greenway 
runs directly alongside the course and there is 

Connectivity

one bike rack available on site. Transit access 
is easily accessed through nearby bus routes 
or from rapid transit SkyTrain stops roughly a 
25 min walk away. Street parking is available 
on Ontario Street but the nearest accessible 
parking is up the hill near the dog park (800m 
away). 

Figure 18.Man throwing a disc  at Little Mountain 
disc golf course (Photo credit: Eric Thompson)
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First developed into a public park in the 
1960s, Quilchena Park was one of the 
neighborhood's larger greenspaces with open 
fields and mountain views. A beloved, multi-
purpose park, it's 7.69 hectares contains many 
neighbourhood amenities such as sports 
fields, gardens, walking paths, a playground, 
skate park, off-leash area and disc golf 
course. With access directly from the Arbutus 
Greenway, it is a well-used park, loved by many 
throughout the city for its varied activities.  

QUILCHENA PARK

Quilchena Park's Disc Golf Course

Figure 19.Disc golf player walks to basket 5 at 
Quilchena (Photo credit: VCU)

The Quilchena Park disc golf course was first 
created in 2002, before many of the park 
amenities were added.  With a mixture of open 
fairways and low-ceiling wooded sections, it 
features 12 baskets that now weave around 
the exterior of the park’s walking paths and 
activity areas. Quilchena is known to be very 
busy during the summer and on nice days.  
Currently the disc golf course is overlaid with 
the remaining programming of the park. 
Pathways and benches are placed in areas 
that show the course alignment was not fully 

understood. Valley Drive park access points 
encourages people to walk directly across 
fairways of the disc golf holes which causes 
safety concerns and play delays. The challenge 
with this park is finding a solution for a 
historical disc golf course to be maintained, 
while reducing conflicts and hazards that have 
come from a layering of park programming. 
Please see Appendix A.2 for further site 
analysis. 

Figure 20.Tee pad and pathway overlap at Quilchena  
(ACanning)  

Figure 21.Disc golf players at tee pad 11 (ACanning)

Figure 22.Park entrance at W 33rd Ave and Valley Drive looking out from basket 12 (Photo credit: VCU)
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Figure 23.Quilchena Park disc 
golf course map

Situated in Vancouver’s west side, Quilchena 
Park is in a residential area between W 33rd 
Ave (south), W 30th Ave (north), Valley Drive 
(west) and the Arbutus Greenway (east). The 
park has direct access by car and bike, while 
having bus stops located within 10 mins of the 
park. Due to the lack of direct transit access, 
the park is primarily a neighbourhood park 
with disc golf players being of the minority 
that travel there from afar.  

Connectivity

Figure 24.Quilchena Park connectivity

Figure 25.Pathway at tee pad 1 through the trees 
(ACanning)
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Figure 26.Disc Golf pop-up engagement (ACanning)

CHAPTER 3: RESEARCH 
AND ENGAGEMENT

This chapter covers key insights gained 
through research and public and interest 
holder engagement. It summarizes analysis 
of current sport trends, highlights findings 
from engagement, and outlines established 
best practices that will guide future 
recommendations. 

The scope of this plan did not include 
independent statistics collection. Information 
presented in this section draws from 
multiple sources, including discussions with 
neighbouring municipalities, input from 
our disc golf liaison group comprised of 
local leaders in the disc golf community, 
and a review of relevant online resources. 
Together, these inputs provide a well-rounded 
understanding of both community needs and 
industry standards and will form a strong 
foundation for the planning work that follows.
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Disc golf is a rapidly growing sport. Over 91 
countries in the world now have disc golf 
courses, with 89% being free to play. Over 
1.26 million unique players regularly used the 
UDisc app, and more than 21 million rounds 
of disc golf were recorded last year. Many 
additional casual players and rounds were not 
recorded (UDisc, 2026).

Disc golf is also thriving in British Columbia.  
Increasing need for outdoor games and 
rising demand for low-cost family activities 
surged since 2020 in response to the Covid-19 
pandemic, according to BC Disc Golf. People 
were seeking healthy, outdoor activities with 
a sense of community and disc golf took off. 
In 2019, there were 37,268 rounds played in 
BC; that number grew 159% to 305,751 in 
2024. There were more than 48,000 players 
in BC in 2024, which is a 65% year-over-year 
average since 2019.  Players come from a 
range of backgrounds, with all age brackets 
represented. There is still a wide gender divide 
on number of players, with males representing 
the majority, however all genders are showing 
an upward trend (PDGA, 2023). 

Figure 27.Disc Golf playing data in BC

CURRENT TRENDS VANCOUVER’S DISC GOLF 
COMMUNITY

Vancouver has one of the oldest disc golf 
courses in Canada. Queen Elizabeth’s Little 
Mountain course was created in the 1980s 
soon after the sports inception.  The BC Disc 
Golf Association (BCDGA) was created in 1990, 
aiming to grow the community and promote 
the sport. Vancouver’s players united together 
and working with the Park Board created an 
additional course at Vancouver’s Quilchena 
Park (2002) and a private course on the Jericho 
Lands in later years. The VanCity United Disc 
Golf Club (VCU) was established in 2013 
and is currently the primary local non-profit 
organization within the city.   

Following trends seen across BC, Vancouver’s 
disc golf popularity has been steadily 
increasing. Each of Vancouver’s three courses 
have seen substantial growth in rounds played 
since 2019. There were significant increases 
following 2020, with many local courses now 
reaching a “new normal” high number of 
players. In addition to increased play, there 
has been a consistent influx of new players 
entering the sport. Unlike rounds played—

The Lower Mainland offers a diverse and 
growing disc golf scene that caters to players 
of all skill levels, from casual urban rounds 
to more challenging forested layouts. These 
courses range in location with a mixture of 
public and private courses found in public 
parks, schools, and on private land.   

Fourteen of the closest twenty courses to 
Vancouver (including the Park Board courses) 
are on public land and are free to play. 
Eastview Park in North Vancouver hosts a 
public community course under development, 
reflecting local efforts to expand the sport. 

Figure 28.Metro Vancouver unique players recorded (UDisc)

Figure 29.Registered Disc Golf Rounds Played

Note*: Jericho decrease in 2025 likely due to construction

REGIONAL DISC GOLF COURSES

which experienced a sharp spike before 
stabilizing—player participation continues 
to grow, indicating disc golf’s popularity 
continually on the rise. 

Queen Elizabeth’s Little Mountain course 
remains Vancouver’s most popular course and 
is ranked as the second most popular course 
in BC (UDisc Insights). In 2024, more than 
14,000 rounds were recorded and over 2,600 
players participated within Vancouver (UDisc, 
2024), equating to more than 26,000 hours 
spent playing disc golf. These numbers only 
include people who track their games using 
the UDisc app, and therefore excludes casual 
players and untracked group play. A 2021 
study estimated that only one in five players 
records rounds on UDisc (UDisc, 2021).  In 
comparison, the Queen Elizabeth Pitch and 
Putt Course had a total of 39,839 rounds 
played in 2025.  

Percentage increase in 
registered disc golf games 
on Vancouver courses from 

2019-2024 (UDisc)

 Queen Elizabeth  389%

 Quilchena  586%

 Jericho 1156%
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Outside the city, Raptor Knoll Disc Golf Park in 
Langley stands out as an 18-hole destination 
course that is free to play. With forested 
terrain elevation changes and highly ranked 
reviews from the world’s disc golf community, 
this course shows a premier design in a public 
setting. 

The surrounding region provides many other 
varied courses within a drive including Dale 
Ball Passive Park in Langley, Mundy Park in 
Coquitlam, Robert Burnaby Park in Burnaby, 
Thornhill Park in Maple Ridge and Legacy Park 
in Squamish (see Appendix B for expanded list 
of Regional Courses). This mix of urban and 
regional courses make the Lower Mainland 

Figure 30.Regional courses map (UDisc, 2025)

Disc golf is played 
by a range of ages 
and abilities.  Studies 
show players range 
from children to people in their eighties. The 
Professional Disc Golf Association showed 
membership increases in all age brackets, with 
the most significant increase in the youngest 
(below 25) and the oldest (above 75) age 
brackets (PDGA, 2023). Disc Golf courses are 
often in public parks, and game time can be 
customized. Without the need for scheduling 
or booking, this allows people to play when 
they can, for as long as they want.  

A growing number of courses are being 
designed with opportunities for adaptive 
and accessible play. These adaptive course 
components will remove barriers and allow 
for more universal accessibility for people with 
physical and mental disabilities.  

Disc golf gets people 
moving, outside, and in 
nature. With benefits 
similar to going for a 
walk or hike, players 
take an average of 
6500 steps or walk roughly 5km during an 
18-hole round (UDisc). Physical benefits are 
complimented by the mental advantages of 
being outdoors in a park space, which has a 
positive effect on emotional wellbeing. 

Disc golf is a low-cost 
activity. After an initial 
cost to buy the discs 
(<$20), disc golf is free 
to play on 89% of courses worldwide (UDisc, 
2025).  This is a rarity in an increasingly 
expensive city such as Vancouver. 

Disc golf is a sport 
driven by the 
community. This 
game can be played 
alone, but the majority of the time is socially 
played with friends and family, with many 
players easily joining in on a game if they 
come by themselves.  Disc golf associations 
actively build community; they increase social 
interaction, provide a place of belonging, and 
generate a close-knit community that hosts 
many weekly leagues and events for people to 
join. 

WHY PEOPLE PLAY DISC GOLF 

Accessible Promotes Health and Wellbeing

Affordable  

Creates Community

a vibrant area for both casual play and more 
serious disc golf exploration. With the sports’ 
continual popularity, it is expected there will be 
more courses added throughout the region in 
upcoming years. 
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Disc golf courses 
grow revenue 
for surrounding 
businesses. Community 
events stimulate local economy with 
surrounding sport shops and local online 
retailors being highlighted on the local 
association page (VanCityDG). Large events 
draw crowds and revenue increases can be 
seen in tourism where they are held (UDisc). 

Disc golf can often be 
built in park spaces 
that are underutilized 
or even neglected. 
Players bring people and eyes to a park 
and can reduce crime and vandalism in 
underutilized spaces (Sports Planning Guide. 
2025) However, in Vancouver we have few 
underutilized park spaces, and with a growing 
population have a deficit of parkland to serve 
existing and future residents. This is our 
greatest challenge in a search for new or 
expanded disc golf opportunities.

Stimulates Local Economy Public Engagement & Outreach

Repurposing underused 
places

ENGAGEMENT

Public engagement for the disc golf plan 
included relationship building with the 
disc golf community, a park pop up event, 
social media outreach and an online Shape 
Your City survey.  Posters were placed at all 
Vancouver community centres and key transit 
locations within the city to notify the public of 
the project. Signage was placed throughout 
Quilchena and Queen Elizabeth parks and 
in the surrounding neighbourhoods. Park 
Board social media advertised the project and 
provided links to the online project page.  

The Shape Your City page had an online survey 
for three weeks in September 2025. It explored 
current experiences at Little Mountain and 
Quilchena Park near their disc golf courses, 
including favourite features, barriers to play, 
accessibility and shared user experience in 
parks. 

Figure 31.Disc Golf Public Engagement (ACanning)

Municipal Engagement

Interest holder Engagement

Park Board staff spoke with representatives 
of other nearby municipalities including the 
City of Burnaby, City of North Vancouver, the 
District of North Vancouver and the City of 
Surrey. Regional courses were considered 

A liaison group was created with local leaders 
in the disc golf community. Representatives 
from VanCity United (VCU) and the BC Disc 
Golf Association (BCDGA) met with staff on 
multiple occasions to walk through both 
courses and provide important insight and 
feedback throughout the process on what was 
most important to the disc golf community.

Figure 32. Public Engagement Comment Board (ACanning)

In addition to outreach to the general public, 
Park Board Staff attended two outreach events 
held by the Arts, Reconciliation and Culture 
department connecting First Nations, Métis, 
and Inuit peoples and organizations with 
Park Board projects. Staff also met with the 
City of Vancouver Persons with Disabilities 
Advisory Committee (PDAC) to speak about 
opportunities the Disc Golf Plan has to reduce 
barriers and build inclusivity within the sport.  

within this Plan’s recommendations.  Staff will 
continue to engage with other municipalities 
to coordinate improvements and changes over 
time, when feasible.
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Key Takeaways from Engagement

Engagement Summary

Who Responded?

Feedback received through the online SYC 
survey reflects community perspectives on 
current services, desired improvements, and 
future priorities. A full report summarizing 

note: signage was repeatedly removed from areas surrounding Queen Elizabeth Park, potentially contributing to lower numbers of 
non-players and players not connected to VCU taking the survey. Staff replaced signs three times during the survey window. 

Top Priorities for Existing Course Improvements

Most desired features

what was heard can be found in Appendix 
G. Engagement findings influenced the 
recommendations found in Chapter 4. 
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BEST PRACTICES IN DISC GOLF

ACCESSIBILITY & PLAYABILITY

Understanding the best practices found today 
in disc golf will help shape the improvements 
and recommendations suggested later in 
this report. Information was collected from a 
variety of online sources, local expertise, and 
speaking with staff in other municipalities. 
Best practices related to course design, 
signage, accessibility, environmental 
stewardship, and overall course infrastructure 
are presented in detail in Appendix C1-C3, 
with a summary of key themes provided 
below.

Today's disc golf community includes a 
wide range of ages, abilities, and skill levels, 
making inclusive course design an important 
consideration. Features such as clear signage, 
rest areas, varied hole difficulty, and accessible 
design elements can help ensure courses 
are welcoming to all users and age levels. 
While varied terrain and elevation are valued 
elements of course design, they can create 
accessibility challenges.  

Recent years have shown an increase in 
inclusively designed courses that ensure 
people with varying abilities are able to play 
the sport. The PDGA has guidelines and rules 
that can assist with the design of adaptive 
courses.  Using these guidelines can assist 
players who use assistive devices such as 
wheelchairs, crutches or prosthetics, or players 
with disabilities such as vision or sensory 
impairments, to have a better experience on a 
course. Adaptive courses feature clear paths, 
minimized elevation changes, high visibility 
contrasts and basket and tee placements that 
accommodate a range of mobility levels. There 
is a large opportunity here for the design of 
universally accessible holes within the City to 
lead the region to inclusivity. 

Adaptive Disc Golf

Figure 33.People playing disc golf at Pajuniity Disc 
Golf Course (Photo credit: DiscGolfPark, 2026) 

Figure 34. Participant using an accessible disc golf 
basket (Photo credit: Paralyzed Veterans of America, 
2023)

ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS

GROWTH & CO-LOCATION

Disc golf has a relatively small park footprint 
and can be integrated into existing landscapes 
with minimal grading or vegetation removal. 
Natural features such as forests, elevation 
changes, and vegetation are central to 
course design and can be enhanced through 
additional planting, while using existing 
clearings and trails helps limit impacts on 
sensitive habitats, root zones, and new 
plantings. In Vancouver parks, opportunities 
also exist to support habitat enhancement 
through native planting, invasive species 
removal, and ecological restoration. Education 
and stewardship are important components, 
as players often develop strong connections 
to the spaces they use, and many successful 
courses demonstrate how disc golf can align 
with conservation goals.

Disc golf is a unique sport as it can be co-
located within other park activities. Disc golf 
doesn’t require a specialized playing area i.e. 
a flat open field or rubber court, it can be 
designed alongside other park programming. 
As seen in Vancouver parks, disc golf courses 
can be placed within a shared, multi-use park 
space, allowing various sports and activities to 
occur around each other. This design, however, 
can provide complications in busy parks like 
Queen Elizabeth and Quilchena.  With park 
space already being highly used, conflicts can 
occur when there are flying discs intersecting 
other programming. Due to lack of space, it 
is rare to have a full 18-hole disc golf course 
in a public park. This is why many places are 
opting to design disc golf courses co-located 
in other green spaces such as golf courses 
and pitch and putts.  

Co-location example:

Central Park in Burnaby provides 
a successful local example of co-
locating disc golf within an existing 
pitch-and-putt course. Developed by 
Golf Burnaby and the Burnaby Disc 
Golf Club, the 18-hole course opened 
in January 2025 and quickly became 
one of the most-played courses in 
the world. Installation costs were 
estimated at $25,000, including 
equipment, materials, and staff time 
(Vanderdeen, 2025). With 1,775 people 
reported playing the course in January 
2025 at a $9 greens fee, this would 
have already generated $15,975 in the 
first month of opening (UDisc, 2025). 
Originally intended as a seasonal 
winter use, the course's popularity has 
led to continued operation throughout 
the year, demonstrating the potential 
for disc golf to generate significant 
participation and revenue within 
existing golf facilities. 

Co-location in a golf course removes the 
safety concern for other park users, while 
not impacting golf greens. Layouts can be 
designed to integrate with the existing golf 
property, while protecting turfs, greens and 
other infrastructure. These areas are already 
single-use, and using co-location allows user 
groups previously excluded to gain access to 
the privatized park spaces. Co-location offers 
a smart alternative that allows for pay-to-play 
revenue opportunities (as discussed in chapter 
5) whether seasonally or throughout the year.

Courses in BC are just 
beginning to create universally 

accessible courses with only 3.23% 
of existing courses being wheelchair 

accessible, and 20.97% rated as being 
limited mobility accessible. 

Park Board courses at Quilchena and 
Little Mountain are both currently 

ranked as “limited mobility 
accessible” (UDisc, 2025).  
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PARTNERSHIPS, EVENTS AND 
REVENUE GENERATING

The sport of disc golf has a strong community. 
Local and regional associations create an avid 
player base through leagues and tournaments 
held throughout the year.  In many places, 
these are a mix of free-to-play and pay-to-
play opportunities. UDisc reports over 75000 
league events marketed in 2025. It highlights 
that disc golf generates revenue. A reported 
87% of players will travel (over 30 km) for a 
round of disc golf and 53% plan to take a 
disc golf trip the following year. Furthermore, 
although it is a low barrier for entry sport, 
many people enjoy the ‘swag’ of disc golf, 
with over 70% of players saying they plan to 
spend as much or more on equipment as the 
previous year. 

Municipalities can benefit economically from 
disc golf through events and regular play. 
The 2019 Disc Golf World Championship in 
Peoria, Illinois generated an estimated $3 
million USD in tourism-related spending 
(Lowe, 2023). Community leagues at free local 
courses stimulate the local economy as well. 
Players support surrounding neighbourhoods 
through local shops and online realtors. A 
course in New Brunswick generating over 
$11,000 in economic impact in its first months 
with fewer than 700 rounds played (Ben 
Smith, UDisc).

Figure 35.A group of people playing disc golf (AdobeStock)
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CHAPTER 4: Disc Golf 
Course Improvements

Figure 36.A kid playing disc golf (AdobeStock)

The following recommendations for disc golf 
in Quilchena and Queen Elizabeth parks have 
been created considering the following inputs: 

•	 Technical analysis  

•	 Research of best practices and course 
design  

•	 Course visits with disc golf liaisons  

•	 Public engagement  

•	 Extended use of special permit area in QE 
arboretum  

•	 Conversations with staff in other 
municipalities  

•	 Site visits with Park Board staff subject 
matter experts 
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Tee pad change

Tee pad removed

Tee pad added

Basket change

Basket removed

Tee pad

Basket

Throw line

QUILCHENA PARK DISC GOLF 
COURSE IMPROVEMENTS

Figure 37.Quilchena map showing areas with higher 
conflict determined through the survey

Figure 38.Quilchena tee pad changes

Figure 40. New 
Quilchena alignment

Figure 39. Quilchena basket changes

Refine the Quilchena Park disc golf 
course from a 12-hole to 10-hole course 
in order to improve park user and player 
experience in this multi-use park.  

Recommendation 1.1

Ongoing, beginning short term

Recommended time frame

In light of the highly shared use nature of 
the park, periodically work with disc golf 
associations to assess and monitor areas 
with reported friction between players 
and other park users and where needed, 
refine extents of disc golf course and 
other park features in order to refine for 
park user safety. 

Medium – long term  

Recommended time frame

Recommendation 1.2
Course-wide

Tee pad changes

New disc golf course alignment

Basket changes

Quilchena course changes
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Course improvements to 
improve safety and player and 
park user experience

We heard we needed to increase safety in 
shared park space. These recommendations 
will address legacy course design features 
and reduce conflict between overlapping park 
programming.  

Reconfigure disc golf course from 12 
baskets to 10 as shown in figure 38-40.

Recommendation 1.3

Short
Recommended time frame

Relocate small number of baskets and 
tees as shown on figure 38 & 39..

Recommendation 1.4

Short
Recommended time frame

Add second “short” tee pad for alternate 
use on long and/or difficult holes to reduce 
friction in key conflict areas. 

Recommendation 1.5

Short- medium
Recommended time frame

Reconfigure high conflict pathway to new 
course alignment to improve safety as seen 
in figure 41.

Recommendation 1.6

Short- medium
Recommended time frame

Figure 41.Quilchena pathway movement

Figure 42.Picture of tee pad 6 (to be removed), and 
pathway realignment location (ACanning)

Figure 43.Right: Concept 
sketch of forest hole. 

Figure 46.Picture showing where throw line 
continues alongside dog off leash area to new 
basket (ACanning)

Figure 44.Below: Movement 
of current hole 9 (new hole 
8) to forested corridor and 
top of dog off-leash area. 
Work with operations and 
environment team for exact 
placement. 

Figure 45.Picture showing the view from 
recommended tee pad location towards basket 
(ACanning) 
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Bike rack

Figure 48.Quilchena map with added 
amenities

Vegetated swale

Split rail fence

Explore course delineation through 
a natural barrier, such as bioswale, to 
dissuade people from entering a blind 
spot on course (figure 49&50). The natural 
barrier will also help mitigate field flooding, 
and enhance biodiversity and ecological 
value. Explore small split rail fence to alert 
public of basket in OLA (figure 47).  

Recommendation 1.8

Short- medium
Recommended time frame

Explore partnerships in invasive species 
removal to enhance habitat quality 
and make space for course alignment 
improvements. 

Recommendation 1.9

Short- medium

Recommended time frame

Figure 47. Split rail fence (Photo credit: 
Ann Couser Kittredge)

Install bike racks at park entries, as shown 
in figure 48.   

Recommendation 1.7

Short- medium

Recommended time frame

Figure 49.Conceptual sketch render of planted swale. 
Figure 50.Below: Picture of current swale at hole 1. 
(ACanning)

Protecting 
natural setting and the 

environment was ranked 
as a top prioroty for both disc 

golf players and other park 
users. A planted swale can 
help enhance biodiversity 
while improving course 

playability. 
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A

B

C

D Safety signage

Basket wayfinding signage

Tee pad wayfinding signage

Map & etiquette signage

Signage improvements 
to improve safety, 
wayfinding and park user 
experience 

These recommendations will help 
improve park safety and minimize 
conflicts in multi-use park spaces 
for players and all park users by 
increasing sport visibility and course 
recognition. Signage for safety and 
awareness was identified in public 
engagement as a key improvement 
needed for all park users. 

Install additional safety signage at 
locations as shown in figure 53.  

Recommendation 2.0

Short
Recommended time frame

Install course map and player etiquette 
sign at locations as shown in figure 53.  

Recommendation 2.2

Short

Recommended time frame

Install additional wayfinding signage at 
locations as shown in figure 53.  

Recommendation 2.1

Short
Recommended time frame

Figure 53.Quilchena signage

Figure 54.Wayfinding signage at WHD Gard (Photo 
credit: DiscGolfPark)

Figure 51.Invasive species info stand during the Chainlink Conversation Tournament series at the Albion 
Albratross Disc Golf Course Conservation Park run by Toronto Region Conservation Authority (Photo credit: Sean 
McGlynn)

Figure 52.Example of course map and etiquette signage (Photo credit: Bondi Cottage Cub Course, 
Fluentdiscsport)
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Figure 56.Person throwing disc at Little Mountcourse 
(Photo credit: Eric Thompson)

QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK DISC 
GOLF COURSE IMPROVEMENTS

Undertake small scale improvements 
to the existing disc golf course, in 
conjunction with recommendation #4.1 to 
improve player experience and clarity of 
course boundaries for other park users.  

Recommendation 2.3

Course-wide

Little Mountain course 
improvements

Implementation of 
approved Queen Elizabeth Park 

disc golf recommendations will be 
coordinated through the upcoming 

Queen Elizabeth Park Neighbourhood 
Amenities (QEPNA) Site Plan process. 

The QEPNA process will refine the siting, 
design, accessibility, pathways, and 

integration of disc golf improvements 
alongside other neighbourhood-serving 

amenities through further technical 
review and public engagement.
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Adaptive disc golf area

Conceptual pathway connection

Conceptual split rail fence location

Practice baskets removed

Course improvements to 
improve safety and player and 
park user experience

Through further engagement with PDAC, 
introduce an adaptive disc golf area, roughly 
in the area illustrated in figure 59.

Further this work through the upcoming 
Queen Elizabeth Park Neighbourhood 
Amenities Site Plan. 

Recommended time frame

Recommendation 2.4

Install split rail fencing and pathway 
improvements to better delineate the 
Little Mountain disc golf course. Remove 
or relocate two practice baskets to create 
a safe walking corridor at 33rd Ave and 
Ontario Street.  

Further this work through the upcoming 
Queen Elizabeth Park Neighbourhood 
Amenities Site Plan. 

Recommended time frame

Recommendation 2.5 

Figure 57.Pedestrian corridor connecting to 33rd Ave 
and Ontario Street (ACanning)

Figure 58.Map showing pedestrian corridor 
connecting to 33rd Ave and Ontario Street and split 
rail fence to delineate disc golf course. 

Figure 59.Map of recommeded adaptive disc golf 
area. 

Figure 60.Person in a wheelchair playing disc golf (Photo credit: PDGA)

Accessibility considerations raised through 
engagement with the Persons with 
Disabilities Advisory Committee highlighted 
the importance of providing adaptive 
recreation spaces that can be reserved 
for specialized programming and safe 
participation.  In this case, the play area 
would need to be blocked off to prevent the 
public from entering. In both Quilchena and 
Queen Elizabeth this would be limited to 
specialized park signage alerting of special 
group play. Future co-located courses would 
be better suited for fully reservable spaces. 

Accessible play zone

Discovery disc golf, developed by Fluent 
Disc Sport, specializes in designing courses 
for urban settings that feature a small 
footprint and adaptive play. They can range 
from one hole or more, provide areas to 
practice disc golf techniques (grip, throws 
etc.) and provide various games to be played 
that range from solo to group play. This 
type of course and style of design would 
be beneficial in the practice area of Little 
Mountain and be a potential change for long-
term play in Quilchena. 
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Figure 61.Southwest area recommended for 
mulching to protect critical root zones  (ACanning)

Figure 62.Southeast area recommended for 
mulching to protect critical root zones  (ACanning)

Potential wetland 
enhancement area

Mulching zone

Figure 63.Winter flooding along pond and unoffical pathway. Potential area for planting of wetland buffer 
(ACanning)

Figure 64.Potential movement of basket 9/18 to 
accomodate wetland buffer (ACanning)

Figure 65.Example of ecological signage used 
at Nature's Edge disc golf course at Ken Reid 
Conservation Area in Ontario (Photo credit: Fluent 
Disc Sport)

Consider relocation of short tee and basket 
for hole-9  to allow for wetland buffer. Final 
setbacks to be determined by wetland 
enhancement project. 

Recommendation 2.7

Further this work through the upcoming 
Queen Elizabeth Park Neighbourhood 
Amenities Site Plan. 

Recommended time frame

Explore environmental enhancements such 
as planting trees and shrubs to increase 
biodiversity and course difficulty. Add mulch 
to exposed critical root zones. Explore 
wetland enhancement at Queen Elizabeth 
Park collaboratively with Environment staff. 
Integrate ecological interpretive signage 
with course wayfinding where possible. 

Further this work through the upcoming 
Queen Elizabeth Park Neighbourhood 
Amenities Site Plan. 

Recommended time frame

Recommendation 2.6
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Figure 66.Self- serve sport equipment lockers by 
Equip sport (Photo credit: City of Vancouver) 

Figure 67.Professional Disc Golf Association Code of 
conduct (Photo credit: PDGA)

A

B

C

D Safety signage

Basket wayfinding signage

Tee pad wayfinding signage

Map & etiquette signage

Figure 70.Exact signage and fence location determined through Queen 
Elizabeth Park Neighbourhood Amenities Site Plan.   

Consider the addition of equipment 
sharing installation “Equip Sport” to 
reduce barriers to play. 

Recommendation 2.8

Short- medium

Recommended time frame

Consider the suitability, feasibility and 
cost implications of the installation of a 
new universal washroom that is better 
accessed from east/north areas of QE park 
as part of long-term, city-wide washroom 
prioritization​ processes.  

Long term

Recommended time frame

Recommendation 2.9

Improve park safety and minimize conflicts in 
multi-use park spaces for players and all park 
users by increasing sport visibility and course 
recognition. Signage for safety and awareness 
was identified in public engagement as a key 
improvement needed for all park users.

Install additional safety, wayfinding and 
site signage. 

Recommendation 3.0

Further this work through the upcoming 
Queen Elizabeth Park Neighbourhood 
Amenities Site Plan.  

Recommended time frame

Install course map and player etiquette 
sign at key entries to the course area. 

Recommendation 3.1

Further this work through the upcoming 
Queen Elizabeth Park Neighbourhood 
Amenities Site Plan. 

Recommended time frame

Signage improvements to 
improve safety, wayfinding and 
park user experience Figure 68.Little Mountain signage Figure 69.conceptual sketch 

of split rail fence and signage 
at Little Mountain disc golf 
course. 

To ensure Vancouver parks are 
welcoming for all, safety and inclusion 
is the priority. Many of the park 
conflicts reported through public 
engagement suggest park users were 
unaware of the disc golf courses. 
Following best practices guidelines, 

site signage and course delineation 
markers should be used where possible 
to make all park users aware of course 
location, direction of play and sport 
code of conduct. Signage should be 
added at both Quilchena and Queen 
Elizabeth park courses. 

Signage
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DISC GOLF ADMINISTRATIVE 
IMPROVEMENTS

Data management

Communications

Continue to update the Park Board’s 
internal GIS system with any updated 
tee and basket locations in order to have 
infrastructure recorded for planning, 
park development and operations and 
maintenance. 

Recommendation 3.2

Ongoing

Recommended time frame

Update the Park Board and           
Vancouver.ca websites with safety 
guidelines and descriptions clarifying that 
Little Mountain is a year-round, all-levels 
course, while Quilchena is primarily a 
seasonal, community course. 

Recommendation 3.4

Short- medium

Recommended time frame

Through partnership with the VanCity 
United Disc Golf Club, develop and upload 
a disc golf code of conduct to the Park 
Board and VCU websites in order to 
improve all park users experience.   

Recommendation 3.3

Short- medium 

Recommended time frame

Figure 71.Person playing disc golf in winter (AdobeStock)
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Figure 72.Person playing at disc golf tournament (Photo credit: Eric Thompson)

CHAPTER 5: EVENTS 
AND ACTIVATIONS
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The VanCity United Disc Golf Association (VCU) 
hosts weekly events for its members with 
various league play on Thursday, Saturday and 
Sundays. There are tournaments and charity 
events held throughout the year through 
VCU and BC Disc Golf Association (BCDGA) at 
Queen Elizabeth that are often pay-to-play, 
with 12 in 2025 alone. With no 18-hole course 
located within Vancouver Parks, currently the 
VCU applies for a special event tournament 
permit to expand play for a limited time. 
They charge a nominal amount to join the 
tournament to keep it accessible for people, 
while covering their costs to host. Creating 
a permanent 18-hole course would allow for 
more tournament events to be held and more 
local revenue to be generated. Partnerships 
with Vancouver shops already exist, with the 
current disc ‘lost and found’ for Little Mountain 
being held at the local ice cream shop and disc 
sales being advertised at a local sport shop in 
the neighbourhood. These partnerships are 
mutually beneficial for both the players and 
the local small businesses.   

The largest opportunity for revenue generation 
is by creating a unique disc golf course co-
located in a distinct area such as an existing 
golf course or pitch and putt. These courses 
could be pay-to-play consistently throughout 
the year as well as having tournament grade 
design to host larger events with higher entry 
costs. This model has been successful in many 
locations, with courses able to raise additional 
funds through sales at the pro-shops and 
concessions attached.  

It should be noted that a consistent pay-to-
play model will only work with co-location in 
a designated course as continuing the free-
to-play model in public parks remains a key 
principle for the Park Board.  

COMMUNITY ACTIVATIONS REVENUE GENERATING 

Figure 73.Queen Elizabeth Park disc golf group on tournament expansion course (ACanning) Figure 74.A person playing disc golf on tournament expansion course 
(Photo credit: Eric Thompson)
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Figure 75.Disc golfer in Vancouver (Photo credit: Eric Thompson)

CHAPTER 6: NEW AND/
OR EXPANDED COURSES
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Recommended 
expansion area

Existing Little 
Mountain course

Queen Elizabeth Park Expansion

Through staff’s research and feedback during 
public engagement it is recommended 
that a course expansion occur at Queen 
Elizabeth Park to meet growing need across 
the city.  As outlined in the trends analysis, 
participation is increasing, placing pressure 
on existing courses signaling the need for 
either an expanded or secondary course to 
meet service levels. As there is no current 
alternative park space to accommodate a 
new or expanded course of this scale, Queen 

Elizabeth provides an opportunity to expand 
on the existing Little Mountain course to create 
18-hole play within the city.  

Public engagement further supports this 
direction. Users consistently report high 
wait times, limited space to play, and strong 
interest larger courses with higher difficultly. 
Queen Elizabeth Park has less reported conflict 
with other park uses, while also being more 
centrally located and easier for residents to 
access. These factors make it a practical and 

Figure 77.Disc golf basket in 
temporary pilot expansion area 
(ACanning)

Figure 76.Queen Elizabeth Park disc golf expansion zone recommendation map

Figure 78.Queen Elizabeth Park expanded 
tournament area

Figure 79.Disc golfers playing in temporary pilot 
expansion area at Queen Elizabeth Park (ACanning)

Expansion Zone Recommendation Map

equitable choice for expansion. Staff bear 
in mind that the majority of public input 
received was from the disc golf community, 
which highlights a need for additional public 
engagement before the expansion area is 
finalized. 

Internal review with operations staff has 
confirmed the feasibility of this site. The 
proposed area (as seen in Figure 76) within 
the park is currently underutilized and can be 
adapted with minimal disruption. The park has 
already demonstrated success while hosting 
disc golf events in an even larger area of the 
park (as seen in Figure 78). A pilot initiative 
allowed the tournament layout to remain for 
6 months in 2025 and it was well-received 
by the local community, reinforcing both the 
suitability of the location and the likelihood 
of continued success with a permanent 
expansion.  A small scale consulting contract 
would be required to design the expanded 
course.  
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Rupert Park Co-location Rationale

Rupert Park Pitch & Putt would provide a 
viable option for a quick implmentation co-
location course with revenue generating 
opportunities. Using VanPlay’s park equity 
mapping and data identifying areas with high 
demand for low-barrier recreation, Rupert 
Park is located adjacent to the Hastings-
Sunrise neighbourhood, which ranks high 
in demonstrated need for equitable access 
to recreational opportunities. Though a co-
location wouldn’t be adding a new park, it 
would open the space to a wider breath of 
the public to increase affordable, inclusive 
recreation.  

Figure 80.Rupert Pitch & Putt pop-up disc golf tournament map (Photo credit: VCU)
Figure 81.Rupert Pitch & Putt pop-up tournmanet (Photo credit: CBC News)

Already a dedicated space, the pitch and putt 
holds key infrastructure such as washrooms 
and a pro-shop that could sell or rent discs 
along with food and beverages, creating 
immediate revenue opportunities. Previous 
pop-up events here have featured an 18-
hole design and have matched golf revenue, 
demonstrating the strong demand and 
financial viability of this location. The Park 
Board has already purchased discs through 
the pop-up event, reducing initial start-up 
costs. The course is currently closed during 
the winter with no revenue generated.  Issues 
exist with people using the course for pitch 

and putt games during the winter and further 
degrading the golf greens leading to higher 
maintenance costs. Installing a course could 
provide a mutually beneficial opportunity 
that would allow disc golf to be played full 
time during the off-season, as disc golf is not 
nearly as impactful, while golf greens renew. 
With success, disc golf could potentially 
become weekly in summer months and be 
easily adaptable for tournaments to increase 
the overall annual revenue. Potential course 
design could align with the small-scale 
contract model proposed for Queen Elizabeth 
Park, making implementation cost effective.  

With conflicts at Quilchena course not 
expected to decrease, having a dedicated 
course would remove some of the pressure on 
the existing courses and allow Vancouver Parks 
the ability to keep up with service needs.

Figure 82.Rupert Pitch & Putt location
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISC 
GOLF IN VANCOUVER PARKS 

Figure 83.Queen Elizabeth Park Disc Golf 
tournament expansion area (ACanning) 

To address increasingly high use levels of 
disc golf courses in parks, to meet growing 
service level requirements and improve safety 
in shared park spaces.  To enhance the sport 
of disc golf by creating an 18-hole course with 
diversified holes and reduce experienced wait 
times. 

Expand the Little Mountain disc golf course 
at Queen Elizabeth Park to include the area 
shown in Figure 76, in order to facilitate 
an 18 hole disc golf course for year round 
usage.  

If recommendation (4.1, above) is approved 
by the Park Board, install temporary 
signage and work with the disc golf 
community to enable a temporary course 
prior to completion of the Queen Elizabeth 
Park Neighbourhood Amenities project and 
related installation.  

Further this work through the upcoming 
Queen Elizabeth Park Neighbourhood 
Amenities Site Plan in 2026 to 2027 

Expansion Recommendation 4.1

Recommendation 4.2

Recommended time frame

Figure 85.Rupert Park aerial view

To address future service level requirements, 
equitable park access and enhance potential 
revenue streams for pay-to-play and 
tournament hosting. 

To align with the revised project schedule, 
select components of the Disc Golf Plan’s 
approved scope will be advanced through 
the Queen Elizabeth Neighbourhood 
Amenities Site Plan. Approved disc golf 
recommendations for Queen Elizabeth Park 
will be carried forward as part of this work, 
including a second phase of engagement 
on the siting of the Little Mountain course 
expansion and pathways. A small-scale 
consulting contract will be included in the 
project budget to support the design of the 
expansion. By coordinating these initiatives, 
the approved recommendations can be 
seamlessly integrated into the broader Queen 
Elizabeth Park site plan. 

Co-location Note: Disc Golf Plan - Queen Elizabeth 
Neighbourhood Amenities Site Plan. 

Siting Criteria 

Work with golf services to establish a co-
located course at Rupert Pitch and Putt 
to operate seasonally as a pay to play 
course.  

Short – medium

Recommendation 4.3

Recommended time frame

If the Board were to consider any 
additional disc golf courses in the future, 
utilize the siting criteria on page 84 to 
guide decision making.  

Ongoing, not recommended prior to long 
term 

Recommendation 4.4

Recommended time frame

Figure 84.Group playing disc golf at Queen Elizabeth 
Park (ACanning) 
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Figure 86.Person playing disc golf in the fall (Photo credit: Eric Thompson)

Appendices

•	 Appendix A.1 - Queen Elizabeth Park, Little 
Mountain

•	 Appendix A.2 - Quilchena Park

•	 Appendix B - Regional Courses

•	 Appendix C.1 - Best Practices: Course 
design

•	 Appendix C.2 - Best Practices: Safety and 
Shared Space

•	 Appendix C.3 - Best Practices: Accessibility 
& Playability

•	 Appendix D - Costing

•	 Appendix E - Future Locations

•	 Appendix F - What We Heard Report
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The area now known as Queen Elizabeth Park 
was once part of a coastal western hemlock 
forest that spanned from the Fraser River to 
False Creek. With a height of 125m above 
sea level, Little Mountain is the last remnants 
of an extinct volcano. This landscape would 
have been dominated by Douglas-fir plant 
communities, with western hemlock and 
red cedar trees creating a rich mosaic. An 
understory of salal, dull Oregon-grape, red 
huckleberry and moss would have covered 
the forest floor and provided for a rich variety 
of wildlife. The diverse flora and fauna in this 
area would have been significant to local 
indigenous peoples who sourced food and 
medicine in these forests.  

By the mid 19th century, the arrival of colonial 
settlers marked the beginning of this region’s 
transformations. In 1893, pioneers logged 

APPENDIX A.1 - QUEEN ELIZABETH 
PARK, LITTLE MOUNTAIN

History Little Mountain and cut trails around its base. 
By the early 1900s, communities began to 
form on what is now upper Main Street. 
Little Mountain was used as a quarry in the 
beginning of the twentieth century to provide 
materials for the city’s roads.  Residents of 
this area would have been primarily quarry 
workers.  

By the 1920s, one of the rock quarries was 
converted to the city’s water reservoir and 
by the 1930s, this area was given to the Park 
Board and the sunken gardens and the City’s 
first civic arboretum was created. 

Figure 87.Little Mountain disc golf sign (ACanning) Figure 88.Queen Elizabeth practice area archive 1985 
COV-S639-3-F24- CVA 792-451

Figure 89.Queen Elizabeth park pond archive 1985 
CVA 792-415

The Little Mountain Disc Golf course sits within 
the southeast portion of Queen Elizabeth 
Park. This park has been heavily managed 
since its horticultural beginnings in the 40s. 
The Little Mountain course is located on a 
sloped hill that levels into a flat grass field and 
pond ecosystem. During rain events, the lower 
field and area near the pond are prone to 
flooding. 

The disc golf course has little infrastructure 
associated with it consisting only of tee pads, 
baskets, and a sign. There are two types 
of tee pads in the course, rectangular and 
hexagonal, both made of concrete. The tee 
pads and baskets are placed directly into the 
ground with little surrounding impact. There 
are no pathways connecting the holes on this 
course. Light soil compaction can be seen 
surrounding tee pads, baskets and on key 
walkways through the course. 

•	 18 hole (9 holes but double played), par 
54 course with 9 official and 4 practice 
baskets.  

•	 Beginner friendly recreational layout with 
more challenging alternate layouts often 
played 

•	 13 total baskets (11 x DGA Mach X, 2 x DGA 
Mach III) 

•	 18 concrete tee pads (9 x octagonal for 
short tees, 9 x rectangular for long tees), 
no tee pads in practice baskets 

•	 Site map at hole 1, hole numbers on each 
tee pad but very worn 

•	 No wayfinding signage, minimal safety 
signage 

•	 Holes 9 and 18 feature a water hazard in 
play for the majority of the hole 

•	 Moderate -high elevation change, limited 
mobility accessibility rating on UDisc 

Existing Site Conditions Quick facts: 

Figure 90.Queen Elizabeth Disc Golf field in fall (ACanning)
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Figure 91.Queen Eilzabeth little mountain existing course conditions Figure 92.Queen Eilzabeth little mountain existing course conditions

Park Board Meeting: July 13, 2026



Disc Golf Plan
APPENDIX

Disc Golf Plan

68 69

Quilchena Park is situated inland, 
approximately 3.3km north of the Fraser River 
and 2.9km south of English Bay and False 
Creek. This region in what is now Vancouver’s 
west side, sits within the Coastal Western 
Hemlock biogeoclimatic ecosystem and 
was one characterized by coastal forested 
ecosystems, seasonal wetlands, and grassland 
clearings prior to colonial development. 
The name Quilchena, comes from the Salish 
word meaning flat place near water, or sweet 
waters. With two historical hydrological 
features bisecting the park, it is likely this area 
contained wet or swampy areas where the 
streams originated. 

In the early 20th century, the land was 
heavily altered when it was converted into 
the Quilchena Golf Course. Widespread 
clearing of forest vegetation, land regrading, 
and the burying of waterways would have 
been replaced by golf greens and imported 
sands. When the golf lease expired in 1956, 
the Vancouver Park Board purchased the 
property dividing the western section into 

Quilchena Park is a beloved multi-purpose 
neighbourhood park.  The disc golf course is 
currently woven throughout the exterior of the 
park around walking paths and activity areas. 
Quilchena is known to be very busy during the 
summer and on nice days.  Currently the disc 
golf course is overlayed with the remaining 
programming of the park. Pathways and 
benches are placed in areas that show the 
course alignment was not fully understood. 
Park parking coming from Valley Drive 
encourages people to walk directly across 
fairways of the disc golf holes causes delays 
or safety concerns. The challenge with this 
park is finding a solution for a historical disc 

APPENDIX A.2 - QUILCHENA PARK

History

Existing Site Conditions 

Prince of Wales Secondary School and 
designating the eastern portion as a public 
park. Park development began in the 60s, 
transforming the golf course into one of the 
larger neighbourhood parks with open lawns 
and views of the mountains.

Figure 93.Clearing timber Quilchena 1926 Figure 94.Quilchena 1956 CVA 804-57- Figure 95.View of Quilchena park (ACanning)

golf course to be maintained, while reducing 
conflicts and hazards that have come from a 
layering of park programming. 

The park has a vegetated corridor running 
along its eastern side on the arbutus 
greenway. This area has mixed vegetation with 
a high level of invasives such as English ivy, 
Himalayan blackberry and holly. The alignment 
adjacent to the greenway is mowed for 
maintenance. There are multiple unsanctioned 
pathways that cut through this area that 
connect to the surrounding neighborhood. 
There is a sloping hill on the eastern side of 
the park levelling out on the playing fields. 
This area contains a view corridor to the north 
shore mountains from the south, the off-
leash dog area, playground, skate park and 
washrooms. The middle of the park is filled 
with playing fields including two soccer fields 
and two baseball diamonds, while the western 
and northern sides contain meandering 
walking paths and the Hellenic Gardens. There 
is a perimeter path leading around the park 
that is very popular for walking and jogging 
but no pathways directly connecting baskets. 

•	 12 hole recreational course, par 39 

•	 Recreational layout with more many 
alternate layouts offering beginner to 
expert levels 

•	 12 Innova DISCcatcher baskets with 12 
concrete tee pads 

•	 No site map, hole numbers on each tee 
pad but very worn 

•	 No wayfinding signage, minimal safety 
signage 

•	 Walking paths and heavy pedestrian use 
cause many obstacles and increase waiting 
times 

•	 Moderate elevation change, limited mobility 
accessibility rating on UDisc 

Quick facts: 
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Circulation and Ecological maps

Figure 96.Circulation and ecological maps Figure 97.Quilchena park existing course conditions
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APPENDIX B - REGIONAL COURSES
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Land size guidelines depend on the course 
level you are creating and the landscape it 
is within. The terrain and overall design can 
greatly impact the amount of space needed 
for each hole. For example, on winding or 
heavily wooded courses there are natural 
buffers that separate fairways allowing for 
less space requirements.  For a beginner 
recreational course, it is roughly 0.2 hectares 
per hole, whereas as you increase the difficulty 
of the course it can increase to 0.5- 1 hectares 
or more per hole for a Championship level 
course (PDGA Guidelines). 

Recreational courses can have a range of 
sizes, however most courses are 9 or 18 holes.  
Courses should be designed to flow together 
and make the movement between baskets feel 
intuitive. Looping systems instead of zig zags 
reduce walking and help people move through 
the course. Include wayfinding signage, such 
as “Next tee” signs, will help players navigate 
and identify course direction to other park 
users.   

Well-designed courses include a range of shot 
lengths and shapes to cater to beginner and 
more advanced players. Similar to ball golf, 
holes are designed to the expected number of 
throws a skilled player should take to complete 
the shot called “par.” Recreational courses 
often include a mix of Par 3 (30m-75m) and 4 
holes, and perhaps a long, difficult shot (Par 5) 
(PDGA, 2025). Incorporating natural obstacles 
such as elevation changes, vegetation or 
water obstacles, or created obstacles such as 
mandatories, adds difficulty ratings in holes. 
To ensure courses can cater to a variety of 
player levels, alternative tee pads (e.g. short 
and long) can be added to create multiple hole 
levels for one basket.  

APPENDIX C.1 - BEST PRACTICES:
COURSE DESIGN

Land requirements Land requirements

Challenge and Variety 

Amateur recreational course estimated 
size requirements:

Course layout Land size 

6- hole course 1.2-3.2 hectares 

9-hole course 2-4 hectares 

18-hole course 5-8+	hectares 

Queen Elizabeth Park’s Little Mountain 
course is estimated at 3 hectares of shared 
parkland (2 hectares without the practice 
area). The addition of the expansion area 
within Queen Elizabeth Park would add 
roughly 2.6 hectares to the Little Mountain 
course. If the recommended expansion zone 
and pedestrian corridor in Queen Elizabeth 
are approved, the new Little Mountain course 
would be roughly 4.5-5 hectares of shared 
parkland.  Quilchena Park’s disc golf course is 
roughly 3 hectares of shared parkland heavily 
interwoven with various park programming.

A disc golf course requires little infrastructure. 
The course requires three main elements: tee 
pads, baskets and signage.  

A tee pad is where the player begins each 
hole. These need to be level and have proper 
grip to prevent injury. Tee pads can range in 
size from 1.5x 3m or 2 x 4m. The placement 
and materiality will depend on course terrain, 
local climate and installation intention. 

Course Infrastructure 

Concrete/ 
Asphalt	

Material Use

Permanent	installations,	most	durable and long lasting. Provides the best 
grip	in	varying	weather	conditions.	Less	aesthetically	pleasing	in	natural 
environments.		

Synthetic Turf 

Can be installed on various bases and are	easier	to	move than concrete. 
Often	used	in	quick	installations	or	in	natural environments.	Provides softer 
feel	and	better	aesthetic.	Higher	maintenance	needs	and	plastics	could	
break down into the environment	over	time.	Opportunities	to	upcycle	turf 
lower costs.  

Rubber 

Bricks/ Pavers 

Grass/ Dirt 

Disc golf baskets consist of a basket and a 
base that is anchored to the ground with a 
centre pole. The basket is a double chained 
structure with inner and outer rings that 
allow the basket to catch the flying discs. 
These chains make the quintessential sound 
when hit that all disc golf players strive to 
hear.  Once installed, these baskets take up 
less than a meter squared of space.
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One of the benefits of disc golf is the reduced 
space needed and its ability to be co-located 
in public parks with other programming. 
However, the game itself still involves throwing 
flying discs which can present risk to people 
and property. To ensure park space is 
welcoming for all, safety and inclusion are 
the priority. Best practices in course design 
suggest:

One of the keyways to ensure safety in a 
shared park space is to have site signage 
throughout the disc golf course. Good signage 
will help keep people safe in the park, help 
first-time users navigate the course and set 
clear expectations for player code of conduct. 
Site signage should ensure accessibility 
standards are followed. Below describes the 
different types of signage needed.  

Located at the course entrance or Hole 1.  

•	 Course name and logo 

•	 Park Board logo 

•	 Territorial acknowledgment 

•	 Number of holes, par and total distance 

•	 Course etiquette and code of conduct:

	◦ Shared park space rules: 

	⸋ “This is a shared park space. 
Safety is the top priority. 
Disc Golfers must yield to 
pedestrians.” 

	⸋ “No throwing when people or 
animals are on the fairway” 

	⸋ “Pack it in/ pack it out” 

	⸋ “Respect wildlife and vegetation” 

	⸋ “Twilight play only permitted with 
glow discs” 

Signage 

Course Overview and Information Sign 

•	 Ensuring adequate site signage and/ or 
course delineation markers to ensure 
awareness of course location; 

•	 Including a code of conduct for play in a 
shared space; 

•	 Limiting tees and baskets in areas of high 
pedestrian or car traffic; 

•	 Use course elements such as obstacle 
placement to ensure throws aim away 
from areas commonly used for other 
events or activities; 

•	 Minimize blind shots or corners in 
pedestrian areas; 

•	 Avoid overlaying fairways and use natural 
separation (elevation, trees and shrubs) for 
player safety; and, 

•	 Designing the use of a “mandatory” on 
certain holes. A mandatory (“mando”) is a 
rule which defines a specific path a player’s 
disc must legally pass through by dictating 
the disc’s trajectory around an obstacle. 
These could be used for safety reasons 
and/or to increase the challenge level of 
holes.  

APPENDIX C.2 - BEST PRACTICES: SAFETY AND SHARED SPACE

•	 “How to Play” rules of game 

	◦ The object of the game is to get a disc 
from the tee to the basket with the 
fewest throws 

	◦ Each player throws their first shot from 
the tee pad. After the initial throw, the 
player whose disc is furthest from the 
target throws next. Subsequent shots 
will be thrown from where the disc 
came to rest. Players will throw as many 
times as needed to get the disc inside 
the basket.  

	◦ Each hole is finished when the disc 
lands in the basket. The player who 
has completed all holes with the lowest 
total score is the winner.  

	◦ For complete disc golf rules of play, 
please visit https://vancitydiscgolf.ca/
the-basics

•	 Park rules and hours 

•	 Small course map (with full size map on 
other side, OR can combine into one large 
sign) 

•	 QR code to park page or VCU 

•	 Include PDGA Code on large sign 

•	 Optional: small code of conduct signs 
through the course 

Figure 98.Disc Golfers Code (Photo credit: PDGA) Figure 99.Highland Park Disc Golf Course (Photo 
credit: Highland Park)

Figure 100.Weldon Park course overview sign (Photo 
credit: Middlesex centre)
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Located on back of main course welcome 
map at hole 1, smaller versions at park key 
entrances 

Large map of entire course with: 

•	 All holes numbered 

•	 Tee and basket locations 

•	 Walking paths 

•	 Nearby park amenities (benches, parking, 
washrooms, roads, picnic areas  etc.) 

•	 Out-of-bounds and/or mandatories 

•	 Water hazards, terrain, or vegetation 

•	 Emergency access routes 

Course Map  

•	  “You are Here”  

•	 North arrow and scale 

•	 Inset large scale map (QE Park) 

•	 Inset course rules (for smaller entrance 
signs) 

Figure 101.Woodhouse Disc Golf Signage (Photo credit: DiscGolfPark)

Each tee pad will have:

•	 Hole number 

•	 Par number and distance 

•	 Directional arrow 

Optional: Diagram of fairway with any 
obstacles, out-of-bounds, or mandatories, 
“beware of...,” cultural or educational 
information.

•	 Each basket will have a “Next tee” 
directional arrow 

•	 “Beware of flying discs” 

•	 “Caution: Entering a disc golf course” 

•	 Pedestrian Crossings 

Wayfinding- Tee Pad Signage Wayfinding- Directional 

Safety Signage 

Figure 102.Weldon Park wayfinding signs (Photo 
credit: Middlesex Centre)

Figure 103.A next tee sign (Photo credit: 
Millennium golf discs)

Figure 104.Caution sign (Photo credit: Toothsome 
studios)

Figure 105.Caution sign at Whistler Bear Golf Club 
(Photo credit: Tinlid)
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Today’s disc golf community is diverse. In 
public parks, course design should ensure 
that greatest number of ages, abilities and 
skill levels will have an opportunity to enjoy 
playing. This includes providing clear signage 
and direction for new players, places to rest on 
the course and alternative throws for different 
levels. Ensuring holes that balance beginner 
friendliness with opportunities for advance 
play will best be suited for Vancouver courses. 

Disc Golf can be an inclusive sport for a wide 
range of abilities. Courses are often celebrated 
for having varied terrain and changes in 
elevation and vegetation complexity to add 
to their appeal, however, this can conflict with 
universal accessibility. Recent years have 
shown an increase in inclusively designed 
courses that ensure people with varying 
abilities are able to play the sport.  Courses 
in BC are just beginning to create universally 
accessible courses with only 3.23% of existing 
courses being wheelchair accessible, and 
20.97% rated as being limited mobility 
accessible. Park Board courses at Quilchena 
and Little Mountain are both currently ranked 
as “limited mobility accessible” (UDisc, 2025).  
There is a large opportunity here for the 
design of universally accessible holes within 
the City to lead the region to inclusivity. 

APPENDIX C.3 - BEST PRACTICES: ACCESSIBILITY & PLAYABILITY 

The PDGA has guidelines and rules that can 
assist with the design of adaptive courses.  
Using these guidelines can assist players who 
use assistive devices such as wheelchairs, 
crutches or prosthetics, or players with 
disabilities such as vision or sensory 
impairments, to have a better experience on a 
course. Adaptive courses feature clear paths, 

Disc golf has a small footprint on a park 
compared to other park programming. 
Unlike tennis courts or soccer fields, disc 
golf courses can be designed to work within 
the current landscape refraining for the 
need for large scale grading or removal 
of trees and plants. More so, the unique 
characteristics of the course landscapes 
such as a meandering forest, are often what 
make the more desirable special identity of 
a course. Increasing plantings of trees and 
additional vegetation is preferred by local disc 
golf community members to add value to the 
course experience and difficulty rating. “More 
trees, we will always want more trees” (VCU 
leader, 2025). 

Disc golf does, however, have some 
environmental impacts. It will bring people 
and foot traffic to an area and so mitigation 
efforts should remain to avoid high value 

Adaptive Disc Golf 

ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS 

Figure 106.Educational Signage designed by 
ChainLink in conservation park (Photo credit: Sean 
McGlynn)

minimized elevation changes, high visibility 
contrasts and basket and tee placements that 
accommodate a range of mobility levels.  

Figure 107.Example of ecological signage used 
at Nature's Edge disc golf course at Ken Reid 
Conservation Area in Ontario (Photo credit: 
Fluent Disc Sport)

Figure 108.Raptor Knoll disc golf at Jackman Wetlands Park (Photo credit: Raptor Knoll Disc Golf)

habitats like wetlands and wildlife corridors. 
People will move through courses, requiring 
trails systems to minimize soil compaction 
and mulching to protect critical root zones. 
New tree plantings need to be protected while 
establishing to prevent damage from flying 
discs.  

In Vancouver parks, where people already 
coexist with urban wildlife, these courses 
are not expected to disturb animal species 
commonly found in parks . Using existing 
clearings and trails will minimize any plant 
disturbance, and there are opportunities 
for further habitat enhancement through 
vegetative plantings and invasive species 
removal.

One of the most effective strategies for 
minimizing disturbance is education. Results 
from Shape Your City survey show that players 
highly value the park settings in which they 
play, with many feeling a strong sense of 
ownership and attachment to the location. 
There are many successful disc golf courses 
that have been designed with conservation 
and environmental stewardship in mind. 
In Toronto, the ChainLink Conservation 
Tournament Series highlighted some of the 
courses designed with conservation at the 
forefront, such as Kelso Conservation Area Disc 
Golf, and Albion Albatross Course. In Metro 
Vancouver, Langley’s Raptor Knoll is one of 
the highest ranked courses in the world.  It is 
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built upon a former landfill site and now run 
by the Jackman Wetlands Disc Golf Society. 
These courses actively work to enhance 
environmental conservation and promote 
ecological education through signage, 
tree nursery projects, invasive species 
management, and habitat enhancement 
initiatives.  

“A key word for us is sustainability, and these 
courses are sustainable – golf courses just 
simply aren't. Sustainability, accessibility, and 
affordability are all things that are interesting 
to us, and disc golf helps check all those boxes.” 
(Maximilian Smith, TRCA) 

Figure 109.Sunset basket (CBC News)

"With conscious course designers there is 
no ambition to cut down lots of trees or 
dramatically change the environment. Disc 
golf can use little openings, existing trees, and 
the natural landscape. We use no pesticides 
or herbicides. The course is so complementary 
to the way we manage the landscape already 
that it's a very negligible amount of upkeep and 
work compared to what it would be without 
the course." AJ Leeming, Senior Manager at 
Conservation Halton re Kelso Conservation Area 
ChainLink Disc Golf

APPENDIX D - COSTING
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APPENDIX E - FUTURE LOCATIONS

•	 Park size, terrain, current use with regard 
to best practices 

•	 Vancouver equity mapping and park needs 

•	 Locations relative to existing Park Board 
courses  

•	 Delineated space vs shared space. Not 
recommended to add an additional shared 
use park but a delineated space. Through 
research and analysis co-locating with golf 
is the best option.   

•	 Work with environment team, however low 
impact expected 

•	 Involvement of Local Nations 

•	 Archeology assessment  

There are no known archeological records for 
Quilchena and Queen Elizabeth parks, but any 
changes to these areas would have to ensure 
all archeological protocols are followed. A key 
component of future site criteria would be an 
archeological assessment of potential sites. 

Criteria Considerations for future 
alternative sites: 

Co-Location

Archeological

*As determined by Golf Services 

**Current Little Mountain course is estimated at 3 hectares (2 hectares without the practice area), circular spacing of Quilchena roughly 3 hectares as an 
estimate due to being interwoven with various park programming. The addition of the expansion area within Queen Elizabeth Park would add roughly 2.6 
hectares of shared parkland to the Little Mountain course. If all recommendations are approved.

Evaluating Co-location Potential 

Fraserview Golf 
Course 

No co-location 

 

No co-location 

No co-location 

Likely no co-location  

Likely no co-location 

Potential co-location 

Downtown 

Central 

East Vancouver 

Golf closed during 
winter	months	

Golf closed during 
winter	months	

Golf closed during 
winter	months	

Open	

Open	

South Vancouver 

South Vancouver 

Open	

Pro-shop, 
washrooms	

Concession, 
washrooms	

Pro-shop, 
washrooms	

48,679.35	

73,071.26 

45,039.44	

4.90 

7.30 

4.50	

McCleery Golf 
Course 

Langara Golf Course 

Stanley Park Pitch & 
Putt 

Queen	Elizabeth	Park	
Pitch & Putt 

Rupert	Park	Pitch	
and Putt 

Name C Co-location 
potential*  

Size m2 S Size 
hectares** 

Amenities Neighbourhood  Winter hours 
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DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED IN 
IMPLEMENTATION 

Disc Golf Plan relation to Queen Elizabeth 
Neighbourhood Amenities Plan 

Public Engagement Report Fall 2025
APPENDIX F- WHAT WE HEARD REPORT
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