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Public Art in Parks:  

Process Overview 

and Project Updates 

 



Types of Public Art Projects 
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Public art enters park 

land through various 

paths: 

 

1. Community-engaged 

Public Art 

2. Park Board Initiatives 

3. Commissions 

4. Donations 

5. Temporary Installations 
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Types of Public Art Projects 



Common to Each Type: 

 Aesthetic assessment 

 Community Involvement 

 Technical and Risk 

Management reviews 

• Site 

• Artwork 

• Installation 
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Process Overview 



Artists work directly 

with the community 

 choosing the site 

 developing the 

design 
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1. Community-Engaged Public Art 



 Meeting Park 

Board Priorities 

 Demonstrating 

new kinds of 

public art  
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2. Park Board Initiatives 



Community engagement 

 site use 

 site themes 

 selection panel 

Aesthetic review 

 selection panel 
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3. Commissions 



Community engagement 

 site use; formal and informal 

Stakeholder Engagement 

 thematic review 

Aesthetic review 

 City Public Art Committee 
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4. Donations 



Community Engagement 

 site usage 

Aesthetic review 

 Public Art Committee 

reviews curatorial 

expertise 

 curator selects works 
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5. Temporary Installations 



Activation: 

 Celebration 

 Information 

 Activities 

• Walks 

• Talks 

• Creative strategies 
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Community Involvement 



Project Updates 
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SeeSawSeat 

 A Commission Proposal 
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Project Updates 



Translink & City Commission: “88 BLOCKS • Art on Main” 
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SeeSawSeat 
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SeeSawSeat 

 Modest and 

whimsical 

artwork  

 Vancouver  artist 

Germaine Koh 

 Stakeholder 

approved 



Location: Main and 51st 

 Community consultation complete 
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SeeSawSeat 
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SeeSawSeat: Next Steps 

Park Board approval is required 



 

The Survivor’s Pole 

 A Reconciliation Opportunity 
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Project Updates 



DTES Proposal to “Walk Together” 18 

Survivor’s Pole 
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Survivor’s Pole - Community Involvement 

 DTES 

engagement 

 

 Diverse 

Community 

involvement 

 

 Musqueam, 

Squamish and 

Tsleil-Waututh 

approvals 

 

 Community 

Consultation 



Skundaal: project artist and master carver 
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Survivor’s Pole 



Siting  

 First Nations protocol 

re: orientation  

 Preliminary Staff 

Review 

• Underground 

utilities 

• Flow of foot traffic, 

etc. 
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Survivor’s Pole 



 Park Board approval 

 DTES youth assist in 

finishing the carving 

 Representatives of the 

diverse communities 

assist with the painting 

 Pole raising and 

celebration 
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Survivor’s Pole: Next Steps 



Project Updates 
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 Tom Cone 

 a proposed new site for a 

public art memorial 

 

 The Irish Monument 

 a proposed new site for a 

monument 
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Project Updates: Upcoming Consultations 




